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To the . Friend, at whoſe earneſt Entreaty this follow« | 
85 plain Diſcourſe WAS fuft put down in Writing: „ 


55 


To the other Fenda} er K ſolicited. fer, and 
promoted its Publication i in Prive And, 


| To all ſincere Cheibinns, of every 8 aubeſe 
LE. Benefit and Edification in Chriſt have been thereby 


aimed at iN ea, to ALL, without Exception, 
| | is it humb/ ly and aſfectionately dedicated 
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40 give no Account at all of the Birth, and Appear- 
ance of a Diſcourſe, which, both as to Manner and 
Matter, is rather out of the common Track 5 2 * ber- 
| haps, be deemed as great a Deficiency in Point of Reſpect 
to my Reader, as too minute à Detail of it might prove 
tedious; if not liable to be conſtrued into an over-weening 
Conceit, and Fondneſs in the, Author for his own Pro- 
ductions. My With is, neither tc öffend on tlie one Hand, 
or on the other. In a Courſe of more than forty Years pub. 
lic Preaching, in a ſtrictly extemporaneous Way, it has never 
hitherto come into my Head to put down any of my poor 
Diſcourſes afterwards in Writing. For had I ſeen any 
. ſufficient Inducement for the Attempt, the Execution af it, 
with any good Degree of Accuracy, would have appeared 
to me as unfeaſible a Taſk, as, in a Manner, to be obliged 
do tread ſome Miles of Ground over again in exactly the 

— fame unimprinted Footſteps —That, now at laſt, I have 
however been led to make ſome Sort of an Attempt, has 
been wholly owing to the earneſt and importunate Requeſt 
of a very intimate Friend, to whom it would have been 
difficult to deny any Favour in my Power to grant. 
I I will not ſo far deceive my Reader as to pretend to any 
Thing like the Accuracy, above hinted at, either in Words, 
or Method. I have, in Writing this down, only followed 
the Clue my Heart always takes Hold of, before I begin 

to ſpeak. As ſoon as it was finiſhed, I read the Manuſcript 
to his Friend ; and to ſome few others, who, with him, had 
been amongſt my Auditors. When they had heard it again, 
they were not only unanimous in Expreſſing their full Satiſ- 
faction with the Sameneſ of Contents, tho twice as long; 
but allo ſignified a great Deſire to ſee it in Print : Hoping. 
that, in this Way, it might have as ſtriking an Effect upon 
others, as they profeſſed it to have had upon themſelves; 
both at the firſt Delivery, and now at Hearing: the Repeti- 
tion of deut of the written Copy oo nh reg 
' For this End and Purpoſe then, T have been both willing 
and glad to comply with their Requeſt. For to me it may. 
be the ſame, whether I preach to the Ear from the Pulpit, 
or to the Eye out of the Cloſet. Each of theſe Methods have 
doubtleſs their Advantages and Diſadvantages ; and both 
may have their very good Uſe, with the Bleſſing of God. 

O that no baleful Influences of Difference in Opinion might 
ever prevent our Edification in Chriſt! As I have no In- 
tereſt ſo is it n Heart's With never to entertain the leaſt in. 
clination, againſt the ch, Counſel of God. Should I then; 
unwittingly, be any otheraviſe- minded than what belongs to 
the Saving my own Soul, and them that bear me :——Should 
any Thing, in this Diſcourſe, or otherwiſe, have been ad- 
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God be gra raciouſly pleaſed to reveal, and remove it! C8 
tainly I love the experimental and practical Truths of his 
Word : And, as I wiſh to love him with all my Heart, and 
my Neighbour as myſelf; ſo would, I much. more willingly 
fit lowly down to learn at the Feet of the leaſt Child of God, 
than ever ſo glorioully to enter the Liſts of daubtiul Difputa- 
tion with the greateſt Champiaz/in Controverſy. 

Should any of the Maſters in the Art of modern Preach- 
ing find, in this Specimen of mine, a DefeCtiveneſs of Logic 
and Rhetoric, according to the Standard of the preſent 
Times; I ſhould not be — all ſurprized at it, it being no more 
than I expect: Nor have I any farther Apol Apology to make 
for myſelf, than. what our dear Saviour was pleaſed to make 
for the good Woman, who poured the aromatic Balſam on. 


his Heal, Mark xiv. 8.) 175 hath done what ſbe could. 
more important to 32 If - 


But, (which is a Thing 


85 7 
ö 


with Reſpect to the Sy. 4 Soul of the Matter, an uy diſcern. 
ſity for 


ing, friendly Child ky God ſhould fee 2 Nece Wiſh- 
ing there had been in. it more of that bleſſed 4zaizting, which 


teacbetb us all Things, andis Truth and no Lie. (1 John ii. 27..— 


I am glad of this Opportunity of being beforehand with alt 
ſuch, in a ſimple and. ingenuous Acknowledgment, that 


| I ſee and feel within myſelf abundantly more for = 


them in the fame kind With, The Words of the 
N (2 Cor. iii. 5, 6.) have long been weighty 77 75 to 
Not that ave are ſufficient of 41 7 75 ta think- 
Thing, as. of . 3 but, qu, Sufficiency, is of God: MI bo 
bath made us able Miniſters of the New 5 Tolmer, not of 45 
Latter, but of the ir is. For the Letter W, but the Spirits | 


„ ae Life. 


Reader, I am bowever thankful, ve * ry thankful, for my 


7 Little Strength, and for 6. as Ti ant 6 20 Grace my dear 


Maſter has given me; ng moſt ardently, 


chat . may be exerciſed Keg as, > Lax his — 


as far as the preſent Meaſure and Ceres will allow 


and admit. On even in the Proſpe& of never-failing Re · 


ch and Oppaſition to be thence expected, be „that 


de be ance honoured with a Tgfimay of the Primitive ; Calpe 


Ai the Grace of Cod in, Chri/f Jeſes, in. the full. Faith a 
Primitive Spirit of it as it bay been, for many Years paſt 


the Defire of my Heart, ſo would it be the very Summit of 


all my- higheſt and beſt Wiſhes here below. 
In the nie dear Reader, and 4 of wa. 
moſt affectionate 


coop lege La Francis Geh. 
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man TE es | Prev, Hebr. xi. 6: | 7 
Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God: For he that 
p 4 eber God muſt. believe that he is, and that he is 4 

| Rewarder * them Tie nl. ſeek him. 


To very evident, b the Tenor of TSP Ae hk 
1 Chapter, and by all the Holy Scripture, that 

Faith and Unbelief have ever conſtituted the 
© Characteriſtic Difference between the People of God, 


| Neither is there any Doubt, but that the very ſame- 
- Characteriſtic Difference will remain until the End 


of Days, when the Fooliſaneſt of Believing will * : 


pear to have been true Wiſdom ; and the H/dam" of 
Carnal Reaſoning will diſcover itſelf to have | een the 


K greateſt Fa 95 before che hole Univerſe, „„ 


Us Men may variouſly. differ one from * > both 
| " hi a civil and religious Way; but, -amjdft all the 
different Nations, Churches, and Sets of the World, 


the Inhabitants and Members of them all are cer. 
tainly, at Bottom, but #wo-Sorts only: That is, 
FEI are either merely Men of Senſe and Reaſon, or. 
With the former, Senſe 


Men of dominant. Faiths 
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and the People of this World, in all Ages, Places, * 
and Conditions, from Adam to Moſes, from Maſes to 
CHRIST, | and from CHRIST to” this very Day. 
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latter, Faith with it's divine Senſe and Underſtand- 
ing, keeps human Senſe and Reaſon in their proper 
Place and Order, and under due Subjection. Where 
this obtains, all is as it ſnould be, according to the 
bleſſedCreator's WillandIntention; but where this does 
not obtain, every Thing is inverted and perverted ; 

e 


how plauſibly ſo ever M. 
ſelves to live, and how wiſe ſo ever they may appear 
to others, as blind to the Things God, as” theth- 


ſelves. For where a divine Faith, or a ſimple Con- 


fidence in God, has not the Aſcendancy and Lead, 
influencing, actuating, and direCting all the Powers 


and Faculties of Man, the Cart is as it were ſet be- 


4 - wg" i 


fore the Horſe; and, the bliſsful: Harmony of God, 


Confidence; which, with eaſy and ſure Steps, di- 


#4 


being diſturbed, and the divine Articulation dif- 


located, all is diſcordant and lame, whilſt Sin and 


Miſery go Hand in Hand, and reign with an un- 


controuled Power. © 


—— rand Minn Mot * 


Image and Likeneſs, in this Condition, he pronounced 
his favourite Creature, very good. I's A Pha 
is the Lord of Hoſts, and rightly called, the God of the _ 
tohole Earth, was it's Huſband. (Iſai; liv. 5) Now 


taker, who 


this conſummate Goodneſs and Rectitude conſiſted 
in the very Order and Harmony we are ſpeaking of. 


n may ſeem to their own=- '- 


8 


The God of Love, Truth, Wiſdom, 3 


had then his Creature Man's unbounded Love an 


rected all his Intentions and Motions which Way ſo 
ever he might have turned himſelf in the Paradiſical 


Creation, purely according to his bountiful Creator's" 
equally unacquainted with every Kind and Degree 
of Miſery, Neither one or the other could be any 


more then known to him, —_— and it's 


neſs could have been now to us, if the illuminating _ 


and cheering Sun ſhould have never ſet in our Hori- 
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zom. It was then as natural to Man to love add 
truſt his God, as it is to an Infant at the Breaſt to 
love and hang upon it's tender Mother; and to be in | 
; alt Things ſubject to his _—— and beati- = 
fying Will. Upon this Hinge” and Principle he 
could not move but in a right Direction in all his 
Thoughts, Words, and Works; which were then 
all of them as natural, eaſy, pleaſant, and delight- 
| fel to him, as Flying is to a Bird, Swimming to a 
Fliſn, and all other ſuch natural, innocent Functions 


to the Animals of this World. 
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_ - Such a Life as this was a true Participation of the 
Heavenly and divine Life and Felicity here below; 
a Paradiſical and happy Life indeed But no ſooner 
bad that old envious Serpent, called the Devil and 
Satan (who from that Day to this ſtill goeth on 15 


8 x\ 


Re 


| . deceive the hate unbelieving World) got ſo much 
Acceſs and Admittance into the Hearts and Minds 

8 of our firſt Parents as to weaken, diſturb, and de- 

I ſtroy their ſimple Faith and Confidence in the Love 
and Truth of God, their Creator; but they were 

2 mwounded at the very Root, and central Principle of 

; this their divine and happy Life; and thenceforth __ 
* ſoon became an eaſy Prey to all his miſchievous, and 

| | murderous Deſigns. The fad Effects of which the 

: World has been! bouring under to this Day, and 
will labour; till % Seed of the Woman ſball have fully 

WF. @Gruifed the Serpent's Head, (Gen. iii. 15.) Till the 

= ' Kingdoms of this Mori ſhall have become the Kingdoms 

* "of aur Lord, and of his Chriſt, (Rev. xi. 15.) Till 

- All Enemies ſhall haue been put under our Saviour's Feet, —- 
ad Death, the'laſft Enemy, be deſtroyed. (t Cor. xv. | 
2526.) For then will the Tabernacle of God be with 
"wy 3 Men, and He toill diuell with them; and they ſhall be 
Ws - ; bis People, and God: himſelf. will be ith them, and be 
their God. Then he that ſits upon'the Throne will ſay, 
_ Behold, I MAKE ALL THIN CS NEW | Which 
5 2 WMS +. -- ea 
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| bleſſed and comfortable Promiſe John, che beloved 


Man, and it's proper Cauſe ; obſerve well the amaze- _ 

ing Contraſt there is between. the loving and pro- 
vident Inhibition, made by the God of Love and 
tions of the ,envious, lying, and murderous Devil 


Affection towards his beloved Creature, and to fore- 


eat thereof, then your Eyes ſhall be opened, and ye fhall 


: 1 5 15 


Diſciple, was bidden to write; for theſe Words are 
true, and faithful. (Rev. xxi. 3--5.) Phat is, 
they may, amidſt all the preſent affſictive Reign, of 
Sin, and Miſery, be ſafely depended upon : For they 
will ſurely once come to paſs. J 


* 


at the fa Fall of 


” 
„ 


But, as we are now ſpeaking 


Truth on the dne Hand, and the inſidious Inſinua- 
on the other! God, in the eee of 
warn it, ſays, In the Day Thou eateſt. of the Tree of 


the Knowledge of Good ond Evil, h HALT SURE» IM 
LY. DIE. (Gen. ii. 16, 17.) But the Devil, with Þ Wh 


2 Malice, and murderous Guile peculiar'to himſelf, 7 
as roundly contradicts it, ſaying, VE SHALL u 


SURELY DIE: For God doth know, that in the Day e 
be as Gods, knowing Good and Evil, (Chapt. iii. 4, 5. 


Now, which was, in this Caſe, to be believed? God, 
or the Devil d. There Was no other A Iternative. „„ 


_ . "The Iſſue, or Sequel, is too well known, both 
hiftorically in the Bible, and ęſentiallyß within and 


without us all, to need any further Detail, or Com- 
ment to be made upon it. The Six of the World, 
the ORIGINAL SIN was certainly Unbelief; over 
which one might weep Tears of Blood. The 
Heinouſneſs of this Sin is beſt known to God from 
his own Nature, though it may be gueſſed at by it's 
dire Effects. It is the Complex, and only Ground 
of all other Sin: Nothing ſhort of the all-atoning 
Blood of the Lamb of God could expiate this Sin of 
the Rui. (John i. 29.) 88 . us | 
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is the Lone of: ee, e as 5 paid Tithe ir 


towards 62 no ſuch am nd Onlegttes, as have 
been ſince experienced, and now deluge the whole 
World, would have ever talen W in e fide 
Ing Secs of Things. e e 
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5 Dine: A 8 Tgnorance; U L tende 150 1 
of God, naturally implying as total er ee in 
our ownſelves, and as blind an Attachment to the 
Creatures, being now the unhappy State we are all 
born and nurtured up in we need not wonder at 
the prodigious Power and Aſcendaney the Prince of 
Ba and the God of this Morld muſt, throug 
ubelief, have over every Son and Daughter of Adam 
and Zve ;: and that under divers e ene until 
they are returned from Goats Reaſoning to humble 
Simplicity and to the leuct 5 65 N . 80 9 
ee ende 55 + | 928 . 
1155 55 $49 1 355 We" 122 15 ' 8 | 
e our God. 2 God of: ERS Tas and 
Truth, has, (bleſſed be his holy Name+!) not ſo 
totall _ forſaken his fallen n Man, as he de- 
Man having totally forſaken and abandoned 
 bim:: Neither has he therefore teft himſelf without a 
i fache, not only in that he daes Good, and gives us 
Kain from Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons, filling our 
Hearts with Ford: and Glaangfs 3 (Acts xiv. 17, but 
alſo, in chat he has put a living Witneſs into all aur 
Hearts and Conſciences. And this is that Light, 
which enlighteneth every: Man that cometh into the Wirld. 
(John i. 9.) Which, were it but believed in and 
obeyed, would infallibly lead us all back e 
him from whom, as it's Source and Author, it 
comes. A is . | ee Seed * Cad, 
: "M8 hich 
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which at hs Regung is no bigger than à Grain w 
Muftard-Seed ; but which, if ne and duly put 
by Faith into the Field, or Garden of our Hearts, will 
ſurely grow up ſpontaneouſly unto a very large Tree of 
Grace here, and of Glory hereafter. It is alſo in- 
ternally, and in a Correſpondence to the external Ad- 
miniſtrations, or Diſpenſations of God, that Seed of 
the Woman, which Ow at 1 9 2. — „ 
Serpent. s Head. 2 


All the Diſpenfations of God TOA = all his. 
ſecret, | gracious Dealings with Men within, do 
| clearly and indiſputably conſpire to prove him to be 

/till a God of Love and Truth towards his fallen 
Creature Man. It all tends to illuſtrate and confirm 


the Angelic Hymn, (Luke ii. 14.) Glory to God in 


the Higheſt, and on Earth Peace, Good Mill towards 
Mv. So does our deareſt Saviour's own cheering 
Declaration and Teſtimony, (John iii. 16.) GO 
fo loved the World, that he gave his only=begotten Son, 
that whoſoever. believerb i in him ſhould net'perifh, but have 
everlaſting Life, For God is ſo far from being of a 
n and vindictive Nature, as fallen Men and 
Devils are; he is ſo far from Deſiring or Delighting 
in the eternal Death of any Sinner, that the ſame 
Lip of Truth and Love expreſsly aſſerts, (Verſe 17.) 
that God ſent not his Son to CONDEMN the World, but 
that the Morld through him (through a e *. Con- 
nn in an 6 mig be bugs, rent Pp e 
To peri, and tobe Soul are two ſuch 8 
tat of all others they are the moſt important and 
intereſting. No Thought of Man can conceive, 
no Tongue expreſs ſufficiently. how-important, and 
haw intereſting they are. Io periſb is a all Mif- 
fortunes the greateſd incident to 8 The Fall is, 
of itſelf; and with it's temporal Death and Con. 
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of all. The preſent: State of Mortality under the 8 


Fall is the Knowledge of Goon and Evil; and thus a 
Mixture of them both; but the State of eternal 


Damnation, or the Periſhing, and Pying in our 


Sins, is à State of pure and unmined Evil," in the 


Company of the Deuil and his. Angels, in everlaſti Y 
Fire, (Matt. xxv. 41.) The former, being temporal, 


hath Hope of Ceſſation to mitigate it's Woe; but | 


the latter, being eternal, hath in itfelf no Hope, f 
either of Ceſſation, or Mi itigation belonging to it. 


For there their Morm dieth nat, nor-- 1s 72 Fire 


quenched. (Mark ix. 44, 46, 48.) 0 moſt A | 


ing, becauſe., thrice-repeated -Declarati , intended, 
Sabah to forewarn FOR Reader 8 . . 


e N Bot EXE ; 
+ For, if a and unbelieving. Motels = 
not, during the Seaſon of - Youth, Health, and 
worldly Proſperity, know. and conſider the. Ws | 


Difference between theſe two ultimate States, (whic 


as ſurely await every Son and Daughter of Adam and 
ue as they are born, ) certainly God himſelf well 


knows it; and as he knows, 107 is he deſirous of 
Preſerving every Soul of Man from ſuch a dire 


Calamity, even though it were, as a Means, by the 


Deſtruction of his Body: For what is all the Evil 
of this World compared with the Periſhing ever- 


laſtin gly? The whole Horld's Gain would alſo be. no 


fufſtlent W He the 9 2 of rv, Soul. . 


AVI. 26. 1 8 5 IH hk; 


e it fl not wo 7 I of our „ Father. 1 Is * 


5 ee that one of his. Little Ones ſbould PERISH. 


(Matt. xviii. 14.) He is not willing, that ANY ſbould 
PERISH ; but that ALL ſhould come to Repentance. 


oa Pet. iii. 9.) Therefore alſo are Supplicatians, 


Prayers, Interceſſiuns, and Giving of : Thanks. to be 
1 in 
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the be ike of Got BUY. 8 ts . he 10 00 2 
Men to. Be Jags and to come to the Knowledge ef the 
Truth. For. there is one God (a God. of the Gel, TILES. 

as well as of the, Jews. (Rom. iil. 29 ) and one 
„ Mediator between Gad and Men, the Man Chri Jeſus; ; 
10 2 ſelf a Ranſom for ALL, to be iiſied in 
due Time. (1 Tim. ii. 1--6.): He is alſo the Propi- 
gut tiation, not far the Sins of them. only, who already Belieue; 

1 _ Gut: alfo for the Sins of the WHOLE WorLD,; even 
AH tho it lieth yet in Wickedneſs. (1 John ii. 2. v. 19. 
ö | 
10 


eee 


Moreover, the Riches of God's Gaodneſs, Forbearance, 

and Long-Suffering are intended to lead all Men to Re. 

N pentance; and they will do ſo, if they be not deſpiſed. 

1 (Rom. ii. 4.) The Saviour himſelf tells us [Luke 

1 - Xxiv. 46, 47.) that, as it behaved Chriſt, according ta 
j 


$14. the Scriptures, to. ſuffer, and to riſe from the dead the 
1 third Day; fo alſo, that Repentance and Remiffion- of 
1 Sins ſpould be preached in bis Name among all Nations, 
Hat and to every Creature. (Mark xvi. 15.) God now com- 
118 mandeth ALL MEN everywhere to repent. (Acts xvii. 
i _ _ Certainly then, though weare now unhappily fal gallen) 5 
hi ſinful Creatures; yet, through the free, and un- a! 
maeeerited Goodneſs of God, this Mortal Life is ſtill 
Ws an accepted Time, a Day and Seaſon of ens a loa: | 
Bl of /;fitation, MG es Ae, e 
tis 3 he Reality of all we” 5 8 with: ion 
M Evidence, i in the Scriptures of Truth ; and it farther 
Uh: evinces itſelf within every Man's. Heart and Con- 
tit _ ſcience, in a Way beſt known to God and himſelf, 
[Ml how much ſoeyer it may be zheoretically impugned 
| {aft and diſputed by ſame, and practically overlooked and 
neglected by the moſt: But n it eee "Mig 
1 in either Caſe. F 
109 Now then, if it be the = "EARL and 3 
hs Purpoſe of God, and of every true Servant and 
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to lead Men to Repentance unto Salvation, (as it” 


moſt aſſuredly is) 3 it is alſo the Intention 
and Purpoſe of God to have Me 
again from a State of Unbelief into that of genuine 


„% 5 5 Os Og By OE Boy LO 8 VVV 


Great and furious have been, and are the Con- 


troverſies about the right Meaning of the Truths of 
God, as they are revealed in the Bible; and that 
ſometimes, with a bitter Zeal, even unto Blood. 


MH 


WM © p 
It has been forgotten, that the Wrath of Man warketh- 
not the Righteouſneſs of God, (James i. 20.) that the 


3 


bon of God is not come to defiray Men's Lives," but to 
| fave them. (Luke ix. 56.) Now all the revealed | 

Feuths of God are ſummed: up in the Perfon f 
| Chri/l, and muſt thus neceſſarily be grounded in the ” 


Love of God; without which weſhould never have 
had any Revelation at all. What then can they be, 


or what their right Meaning; but (according ta my 
Text) ſo many Incentives to our Coming % God, iu 

the ſure Faith, or Confidence, not only that he really 
exiſis, but alſo that he will as really be an ample Re- 


warder of all them, that diligently ſeat him? In other 


not all ſo many Incentives to awaken, to nouriſh, 


and confirm our Faith and good Confidence in God, 


in ſueh a Way as to return to him by Cbrin? If 


allkgave id to'this Elect were not e If God 


had no real Will, Deſire for, and Delight in the 


Salvation of all Men; certainly it could be no Sin 
in any Individual ſo to diſtruſt it, in Reſpect to him- 
ſelf, as never to come to him. But Scripture ſays, 


( John v. ro, 11.) He that believeth not Gal, bath 
made him a Liar, becauſe he believeth not the Recard that 
Cod gave of his Son. And this is the Record, that Gad 


hath given to us eternal Life; and this Lift is in his 


Son. Alas! we'now live in the ſad and Perilous 
Times ol Paauraq, well nigh vergin 


towards a 


ave Men brought back 


total Age from the real Faith of the Goſpel, This 
the Apoſtle Pau! has predicted, (1 Tim. iv. 1.) L. 
the latter Times fome ſhall depart from the Faith, giving 


; Doctrines, whatever they may be, certainly not 
tending to awaken in Men Love and Confidence 
towards God, bat the direct contrary. The Time, ſays 
he farther, (2 Tim. iv. 3, 4.) will come, when Men wilt 
not endure SOUND DocTRINE, (Doctrine tending to 
the Health of their Souls; Doctrine encouraging. 
them to come, by a real Converſion, to God; 
Doctrine, containing the internal Truth, as it is 
in Jeſus) but after their own Luſis (the Luft of tbe 
 #leſh, the Luft of the Eyes, and the' Pride of Life, 
(1 John ii. 16.) they ſhall. _ to themfelues Teachers, 
Bading itching Ears (after vain Philoſophy, or worldly 
Wiſdom,” puzzling, diſputable Notions ſet off witty 
| Logic and Oratory, difclaimed by Paul, 1 Cor. i. 
| ic &c.) Aud they ſhall turn away their Ears from the 
| Truth, leading to God, and fhall be turned unto 
| Falles, or vam Notions conſiſtent with the Love of 
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the World and the Things thereof, in Deſpite of 
the Love of God. He alſo tells us, (2 Theſſ. ii. 3.) 
Dat the Day of our cruciſied Lord æ Return will note 
come, except it be preceded by a Falling away, an 
Arosr Aer, from the aii. 
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It is with Reſpect to this Time, no Doubt, 


| bd - _- which many evident Sigus in the preſent State of 


ot the Chriſtian World ſufficiently indieate to be al- 
14 ready come, and coming, that our bleſſed Lord puts 

the juſtly - alarming Queſtion, (Luke xviii. 8.) 
14 Whether, 2bhen the Son of Man cometh; he fhall find 


151 x | . . . 8 72 
141 Faith on Earth? + Which Faith, whether it reſpe&s 


1 the particular One of his Coming at that Criſis, or 
137% » | F *.. Ws . „ 8 

t the general Faith in his Perſon, and in the ſaving 
14 Truths of God, ſpiritually revealed, or both, con- 
01:18 firms the Degeneracy and Apeſtacy of which Jam now 
| at 0 35 treating, 


| Heed to ſeducing Spirits, and Docirinss of Beuili-. 


treating, in all the main Lines of it;  becanſe, 
| - -amonegſt all the other Signs of the Declenſion f 
Primitibe Faith, this ſure Concomitant of it is 
kardly any where to be now met with, — toaiting ſor 
the Coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. (1 Cor. i. 7. 


RY By the Obſervation of many Years./paſt,” I have 
found, that Men nowra-Days by Faith commonly 
underſtand a reaſoned Thing only; that is certain 1@ 
called Orthodox Syſtems, Confeſſions, Tenets, or 
Notions, which the merely natural, human Under 
ſtanding leads different Churches, gects, and Parties 
0 fabricate and adopt, with endleſs Variance, out 
= of the Letter of the Holy Scripture. They ſeem to 
have forgotten, that as the LETTER Killeth, ſ is it the 
SPIRIT only, which giveth Life. (2 Cor. iii. 6.) Now, 
as many Men may have many Minds in all other 
human Things; ſo have they in this Sort of | Faith 
FF likewiſe, although the true and living Heart's Faith 


And ſure am, that whatſoever rational and literal 
Truth or Falſchood there may be in ſuch humanly 
_ deviſed and fabricated Platforms, Confeſſions, : or 
_ Syſtems of Faith ſo called, (which it is not now my 
Buſineſs to inveſtigate,” and decide upon in this 
Place) yet is the — abs 24,” aith the only 
= true one, and the moſt ſimple Thing in the World. 
It belongs (I ſay) to the Heart of Man; nor has 
huis Head any Then further to do with it than as it 
originates from and connects with the Heart. As 
the Reality of a Map is only to be found in the 
Country it deſcribes, ſo is that of the Bible only to 
be realized in the Heart of Man. 


Faith, accordin g to the: Apoſtle Definition, or * 
Deſcription: of it in the firſt Verſe of this Chapter, 
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Things not ſcen. If ſo, it can have no Exiſtence in 
any wicked Man, how learned ſo ever he may be in 


Theology, or otherwiſe: And whereſoever it really 


exiſts, and in Proportion to the Degree of it's 


Exiſtence, it will be found ever active, or operative, 


not in violent and virulent Contentions, and Con- 
troverſies about particular Notions and Opinions, 


Forms and Ceremonies, whether literally and out- 


wardly true or falſe; but in Love and it's Works; 


in a ſummary View, ſets before our Eyes. It will in- 
ſtigate us to pleaſe God by a ſure Truſt, and Con- 
fidence in his divine and gracious Leading of us 


through all the trying Viciflitudes of this mortal 
Life. For, if every Thing, even to a poor inſignifi- 
cant Sparrow's Falling to the Ground, befalls vs 


under the Order, and according to the Appointment 


of God our heavenly Father's Will; ſurely, in 


every State and Condition, and in all Circumftanges, 
we ought to acknowledge him, and learn to comport 


with him therein in ſuch a Manner, that God him- 


ſelf, .our own Conſcience, and even the obſervant 
and impartial World may ſee and be convinced, that 


from an unbounded Confidence in his Mercy and 
Goodneſs, we: evidently give him the Preference; 


venturing all upon him, even where common Senſe ' 


and Reaſon would otherwiſe diftate quite another 


Sort of Leſſon and Conduct, This is that Faith, 
which in Proportion to it's Pleaſing God, muſt 


or in ſuch a practical Way, as this whole Chapter, 


” 


* 


1 


needs diſpleaſe and chagrin the Devil. For if a 


divine Faith has once got in us the Superiority over 
Senſe and Reaſon, it has at the ſame Time the Su- 


periority and Aſcendancy over him too; ſeeing that 
theſe, being now under the Fall, his Workſhop 


and Implements,” his entire Force lies in them. 
 FWhatſeever is born of God overcometh the World; and 
this is the Victory that ouercometh the World, even our 


FAiTH, Jo is he that overcometh the * 
. - „ | that 
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hebeuth 4 ut J us ig, the Smaf God, (1 Jahn v. 
tht 5%) Therefore 12 that is overcamerby the! ,orld,,; 
— 4 believe whatever elſe he will, doth ce tainly, | 
- not. yet, from the Heart believe, that Jeſus is the,” 
8 of Gad. He only fancies, that the. believes its, 
His aith is a chimerical one. A, world]y. Spirit 
is therefore, r a: its Orinda, th 

great of al Eee. «1 


Amongſt the harſh, and J Jarting og Conjentes fr = 
beloved Opiniaus.onl „ under the Name of ä 
ſee them all in di rent Ways, ſo guercame by the =O 

World, that What a great and diſcerning Man 
writes. is but too plainly verified before ME es. 
3 Papiſts and Proteſtants (ay, and the different De- 
nominations of Proteſtantiſm too) are hatiug; hebt- 
ing, and killing one another for the Sake of their, 
£ 7 rent excellent Opinions; ; and yet, as to the 
* Lufts of the Pleſb, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride 
c of Life, they are in the higheſt Union and Lamm 
ae with one another. ih (Low alete Þ 388. 


Fr rom | which, taken to ther, 4 is. revio 
evinced, ay what our e p 1 550 
the other Scriptures, evince it's Truth in Fact; 
viz. that zuithaut Haith (a living, loving, Primitive 
Faith in the Heart) zz 7s impoſſible to. pleaſe God; for 
be that cometh to God muſt believe that he is; and that he 


is a Rewarder of. them hat. Alleæuth feck . 


_ Certainly chen, W ver may be the Church, or 
ect, any {o-called C 56 riſtiau may be an outward 
Member of ; whatever his Opinions, or Nations 
about the Religion of Chrift may be; whatever the 
F orms and Ceremc — are, under which he chooſes 
outwardly to wor od; yet can no Man, after 
all, truly pleaſe God; or really, as Enoch did, walk 
in en with him 3 ah 5 Wicont 35 0 | 
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are kept, by the 
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Faith as repoſes an unbounded Truſt, or Confidence 
in his divine Leading, from firſt to laſt. Well 
might our Saviour's Primitive Members go under 
the Denomination of Behevers; for the Church of 
Chriſt, like that of the Ola Tæflament, is properly a 
School of FAITH, that being the great Leſſon of 
it, from Form to Form. The 85 eſs of God 
(fays St. Paul) is revealed from Faith to Faith, (Rom, 


j. 17.) As God put faithful Abraham to the Teſt; 


ſo, in a Manner and at a Time beſt known to him 
ſelf, ſhall toe alſo be talen with Temptations, or Trials 
of Faith, according to the Meaſure thereof beſtowed 

upon us. For God is faithful, who will not ſuffer us 
20 be tempted above that we are able; but will, with the 
Temptation, alſo make a ii ay to eſcape, that wwe may be 
able to bear it. (1 Cor. x. 13.) St. Peter ſays, we 

Power of God, through Faith, unto 
Salvation: — In which, though greatly rejoicing upon the 
hole; yet, for a Seaſon, (if Need be) we are in 
Hervinſs through manifold Temptations; that the Trial, 
or Teſt sf our Faith, being much more precious than A 
f 


Gold that periſbeth, though it be tried with Fire, mig 


be found unto Praiſe and Honour, and Glory at the | 
Afpearing of eſis Cr. (3 Fer. i. 5-07) 


Now, becauſe an occaſional, and particular Re- 
mark upon the Teſtimony given to Enoch, of his 


having pleaſed God, ſeems, by our Text, to be 


turned into a general one, upon the very Nature 
and Neceſſity of Faith for the ſame Purpoſe, in all 
other Caſes; becauſe alſo, in Reference to the entire 


Company of Faith's Worthies, recounted in this 
Chapter, the very firſt Dawning, or 5 of 
Faith within the Heart, is declared to conſiſt of 


ſuch a Belief of God's Exiſtence, as draws us to 


come to, and makes us ſeek him diligently: We 


will alfo make this the Ground-Work of all that 
hall be further ſaid here concerning Faith, in Pro- 
ſecution of the Text. 1 „„ 


6 5 CY 


if hat 1 t God muſt believe that he is,. aud; that 
5 | 15 4 Rewarder of them that diligently Jerk: e 


Certainly the Negative! is implied i in the A XA 
Part of the Text, and may help. to illuſtrate it. Let 
us then contraſt it in the ee Wer | 


. Man doth not come to God, it can only be 
aſcribed to a Want of Faith in his Exiſtence; on 
which: Account alſo, he does not think. it worth ls 
Vie diligently t to ſeek. MI i att ts 


For, let a Man be ever ſo 7% or ever 18 
great a Scholar in every Branch of human Literature; 
yet, if he does not come to God; if he does not 
think it worth his While to ſeek him, with the ſame 


; 5 earneſt Diligence with which he purſues after all 


earthly 'T hings , he deems of any Weight and Con- 
ſequence, giving God the Preference to all other 
worldly. nk ner certainly he doth not 
glorify him as Gad; nor can his Conduct be aſcribed 
to any other Cauſe than to that ſecret Diſſite of Re- 
taining God in bis Knowledge ; which, by fair Impli- 
ae the Scripture conſtrues to de diet, 


On the other Hand, every Perſon alſo that yg | 
to God, or maketh the very firſt Eſſay towards Con- 
verſion, could not do it but in Conſequence of an 
internal Heart's Conviction, or a Belief of the 

Ne of God's Exiſtence. 


8 uch an Heart s-Conviction, or Belief as ; this, 
is of a very different Nature from the common, ra- 
tional, or Metaphyſical Notion of God's Exiſtence; 
which is beſt demonſtrated by the Effects of both; 
the former being ſomething like the real A ppearance | 
of the Sun, after a cold and cloudy Day; and the 
other like « FO fine e of it, * * 
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fubſtantial Light and T ruth of < "ive; 


Ms 


by one of the firſt Artifts in this Way: The o one is 


attended with heering "_ the Mo with empty; 5 


ane Admirati on only, 


Every Man, how wile Geber in this World, 
has in Seripture-Stile no better an Appellation than 


that of a Fool, if he has not a real Knowledge and 


Belief of God in his Heart, The Fool hath ſaid in 


iſs Heart, there is no God. (Pal. xiv. 1. ii. 1.) 
And though many ſuch profeſs that they tnoro God, at 


the ſame Time that by Works they deny him; (Tit. 


i. 16.) yet David ſays again (fal. xxxvi, 1.) The 


'Tranjgreffion of the Wicked ſaith within My - Heart, 


there is no Fear of God before his Eyes: Which is 
= tamount to Atheiſm. 


: Pethiaps no Part of Holy Writ can 1 ele this 
Matter, to the very Bottom of it, better than Rom. 


ji. 18, &c, We have there the true Nature and 


— of a damnable Unbelief pointed out to us. 
rays $ the Apoſtle) held (or detained) the Truth 
in 2 oufneſs. What Truth is this? Certainly 


i that, which may be initially known of Gow, in the 


Heart and Conſcience. Becauſe, proceeds he, that 
which may be known of God was manifeſt in them; . 
by internal Revelation, hs Doubt, fer God hath 
fhewed tt unto them, But, becauſe when they thus Anedu 


Cod, they glorified him not as God, neitber were thank- 


„ But berarhe vain in their Thaginations, and their 
Feolih Heart was darkened : Profeſfing themſelves to be 
wiſe (Philoſophers) they became Fools — God gave them 
ß to Uncleanneſs— And, even as they did not like to re- 
tain God in their Knowledge, putting out the divine 
Light, which had ſo far imparted it to them, God 
gave them over to a reþrobitt Mind ; or to their own. 
vain Ratiocinations, which they preferred to the 


3 


1 


(1) 


Yea, and to this very Day, Truth obliges us to 
aſſert, that the merely-rational Knowledge of God, 
without a Degree of a divine and internal Revela- 
tion of him in the Heart and Conſcience, is not 


but is, moreover, like an Ignis fatuus, or Jack-a- 
Lantern; which only ſerves to miſlead us too into 
ſuch Bogs and Sloughs, as are ſpiritually and n 

deſcribed to the End of the Chapter. 9 25 


Plain f it therefate i is, Nom this Paſſage 3 1 8 
that God has enſtamped the Hearts of all Men with 
a certain inſtindtiue Senſe of his own Exiſtence. And 
this is that true Light, which, though ſhining in the 
Dar inefs of Men, is not, however, compreheadrd by 
the Darkneſs, And yet it is of the utmoſt Conſe- 
' quence to them to diſcern, to. admit, and to obey 
it, To do otherwiſe, or to reject and extinguith it, 
is to hold the Truth in B eee and will prove 
their Condemnation, or the proper and immedi jate 
Cauſe of their Periſhing eternally. This is the Con. 
demmation, that Light is come into the WWarld, and Mex 

loved Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their Dæds 
_ vere evil, (Joh. iii. 19.) Whoever then does this, 
let him, at the ſame Time, profeſs to know God 
with ever ſo much Metaphy/jcal Nicety, yet will his 
Works always deny him, So. true is that of Pan 
= Apoſtle Paul, (Eph. ii. 12.) of dra e 2 
= God, or ATHEISTS, in the Morld. I» 


But, by his own Lighe within ms Heli, FARE 
lieve that God i is, proves the very firſt Ground and 

Motive to far him; which Fear is the Beginning of 
i fdlem, ſeeing that thereby Men depart from Cuil. 
Prov. i. J. ix. vo. xvi. 6.) So that this is the yery 
irſt Principle of our Converſion, or of our Comiag 

to God. It is no merely rational, or Ane e, 

Nation, * a * of God's Exiſtence .and 
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only a poor, lean, flimſy, and ineffectual Thing; 
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divine Preſence within; prompting us to ſeek him 


diligently, maugre all the innumerable Diſcourage- 
ments and contrary Suggeſtions injected by the Devil, 
too commonly foſtered by Fleſh and Blood, and 
confirmed by the perverſe Reaſonings, and evil Ex- 
amplerof the Weddo ©o— oe hi ne re, 95 he? 


Now, if this be the Cafe, as it moſt aſſuredly is, 
how few are there comparatively, who can be ſaid 

with any Propriety to be poſſeſſed, even of the very 
firſt Degree of genuine Faith; that Faith, which 


REALLY believes, that God is, and that he is a Re. 
warder of them that diligently ſeek him? 


Ho often do the Scriptures, . both of the Old 
and New Teſtament, exhort us to ſeek after God; 

and to ſeek after him with a Diligence, Aſſiduity, 
and Reſolution ſome Way proportionable to his own 


unparalleled Excellency; and to the ſupereminent 


Benefits, both temporal and ſpiritual, which will 
de ſure, by indefeaſible Promiſe, to accrue to us from 
ſo doing! The Apoſtle Paul tells us (Acts xvii. 
26--28.) That God has made of one Blood all Nations 
of Men for to dwell on all the Face of the Earth; and 


that he has determined the Times before appointed, and | 


the Bounds of their Habitation; that they ſhould ſeek the 
Tord, 1 haply they might feel after him and find him; 
though he from 


be net fur from every one of us, ſeeing that in 
him we live, move, and have cur Being. To ſeek the 


Lord, and to ſeek him diligently, being then the 


very End of our Exiſtence in this World, ſhould 
be alſo the firſt and principal Buſineſs of our Lives; 


ſeeing that Time and Place have been ſo eſpecially 
provided for it, by our moſt gracious God, even 


defore we were born. Well therefore might our 


bleſſed Saviour ſay, (Matt. vii. 7, 8.) A, and it 


Hall be given you, feck and ys ſhall find, knock and it 
Hall be opened unto you: ' Seeing that every one that aſketh 
: . | i . 535 s receiveth, 
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| ( 19 ) 
N 7 K 


receivetb, und he that ſeeleth findeth, and is him that. = ; 
 knocketh, it ſhall os Upon the ſure Ground f 
of which; a:great Man in the Church of God doth © 0 
not ſcruple to aſſert, that if any Man really and ; 
-* earneſtly ſeeketh the Lord, let him ſet about it ever 
c ſodexterouſly, or ever ſo awkwardly; yet, having 
< truly and diligently ſought, he ſhall at laſt be fure |} 
to find him.“ Which Aſſertion Experience wil, 
I believe, juſtify and confirm in every Caſe, ſooner | 
or later. Therefore ſays our Saviour again, (Matt, J 
vi. 33.) Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God, and bis | 
Righteouſneſs, and all other Things (pertaining to Life #| 
and Godlineſs) fall be added unto: you.. And though | 
there is a verbal Contradiction to this nfallible Sue- 
ceſs of Seeking, occurring (Luke xiii. 24.) where 
many are ſaid to ſeek to enter in at the ſirait Gate, with; 
out being able ta ofe7 it; yet is the Seeking in this 
Place not the ſame with my Text, and with the 
other Paſlages alledged; it is a Seeking, not i, 
but as it were by the Bye, in a lazy, perfunctor 
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Way, without the requiſite Diligence: For it ſtands 
evidently contradiſtinguiſhed, or contraſted, with 
the Striving, or the ;AGONIZING: 10 enter in at this 
rait Gate. Otherwiſe the Scriptures. every where 
furniſh us with ſuch exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes, joined to Exhortations given to all earneſt 
and ſincere Seekers after God, that it is not poſſible 
they ſhould miſs of Finding him, and of 5 — 
him alſo a generous Rewarder of the Purſuit. He 
will make ſuch Partakers ef bis awn divine Nature; 
after their having firſt, in the State of ſuch a right 
and earneſt Seeking, eſcaped the Corruptions, which 
are in the WWarld thraugh Luft, (2 Pet. i. 4. 


Thus then to ſeek God in ſo reſolute and effec- 
tual a Manner as to find him, will prove infinitely 
more worth our While than all other, common 
Purſuits whatſoever; even though by them Bol 
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might attain all the. Honours, Riches, . 
ſures of this tranſitory Life. And, if we cannot 


practically give God this Preference, let us profeſs 


whatever elſe we will, and be ever ſuch able Dealers 
in literary Sophiſtry; yet is not, after all, ſo much 
as the Muſtard-Seed of true Faith yet ſown in the 


| Garden of our Heart, 


But how do we come to this true Faith, and 


: _— Seeking? Js it the Effect of our own Wilſ- 
dom 


and Efforts ? The Anſwer to this Queſtion 
has been anticipated already, when the divine Light 
and Seed have been ſpoken of. But we will more 
explicitely and detetminately fay, that no Man is 
the fir/? to think of God in this believing and dili- 
gently ſeeking Manner. The Word, the living 
Word, and Call of God, which awakens the Dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins, muſt firft reach and touch 
the Heart in a preventing Way; to vs ſecret, but 
well known to God, and ſufficiently diſtinguiſhable 
by it's ſuperior Energy and Effect. The Wind o 

2penerating Grace 'b]nweth where it liſteth, the Sound 

ohgreof we bear, tho we cannot tell whence it cometh; 
aud whither it gozth, (John iii. 8.) The Souls firſt 
dead to God in Sin, though alive in the World, as 
well as their dead Bodies hereafter, hear the Voice of 
the Son of God, and live. (Chapt. v. 25.) Many are 
{> called, but few are chaſen; becauſe few. prove ſo 


bedient to the heavenly Call and Viſitation as to 


become cheſan Ones; that is, faithful, and approved 
Diſciples and Fellewers of Jeſus. (Rev. xvii. 14.) 
or ſuch as obtain th Prize of the High een 
in Chriſt Juſus, thus making their Calling and Ulackion 
fure. Teſus ſaid to ſuch Fews as believed on him, or 
were under this firft Call from his Word, FF ye con- 
tinue in my Word, then are ye my Diſciples indeed. 
And ye (ſpall know the Truth, and the Truth fhall make 
you free Free from the Slavery of Sin, which is Fres- 
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a indeed, (John viii. 30-36.) Important are the | 
Apoſtle's Words, (1 Cor. ix. 24.). and here very | 
pertinent, And yl not that they which run in 4 Races 1 
run all, bit ans receiveth the Prize? So run ibat ye if 

may obtain. The Meaning of which is, that whereas 

but one can in a Race obtain the Prize, therefore it | 

behoveth' al the Competitors to exert themſelves to 

the utmoſt to be that One.” Now though this is not $ 
however ſtrictly a Parallel Caſe: with the Chriſtian 

Race; becauſe al the Competitors. may there obtain 
the Prize: Vet is there an exact Paralleliſm lying 
in the Diſfculiy of Obtaining in both Caſes; whie 
therefore makes the Apoſtle add; S run that % may 
obtain Or begin, continue, and end your Chriſtian 

Race in ſuch a Manner, that you may obtain the 

elcted State, or the Palm and Croton of Glory. See 
Rey. vii. - 1). 2 Eſdras | (rhough Apocryphal) 

well expreſſes the ſame, Chapt, ii. 42 . ee 


, mim ß, ̃èò ß ̃²˙¼à/ ey 3 ge 
Perhaps chere is not # Point in all the Holy Serip- 
tures, Which is by our Saviour, and by his Apoſtles 
more urged, and in a greater Variety of 8 than 
this, When, (Luke xiii. 23, 24.) the Diſeiples 
(in a View poffibly to 2 Efdras ix. 15, 21, 22, &. 
or to what our Saviour himſelf might have oeeafi- 
onally dropped on the ſame Subjec 
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with-the Parallel Paſlages.. We there find it is tlie 


fame Mord, or Call: of God, as well in the three 
different Sorts of Soils, or Hearts, within which it 
proves abortive, as in the other fourth Soil, or in 
the hbneſt and good Heart, wherein it comes to the 


Maturity of Regeneration; fructifying thirty, ſixty, 


and An hundred Fold, in Proportion tothe Honeſty | 
and Goodneſs of the Subject, or Heart wherein it is 


ſown. Thus, upon the ſame Ground, we meet 


with an earneſt Exhortation of our Saviour, (Matt, 
vii. 13, &c.) To enter in at the firait Gate, for the 
Gate, ſays he, is wide, and the May broad, that 
Kadeth to Deſtruction, and many ge in thereat. It is 
commodious to the Natural Man; whereas trait is 
the Gate, and narrow is the Way, which leadeth unto 

Life, the Life of Regeneration in Chr 71 her E, in 


Order to the heavenly, eternal, Life hereafter: 


Which therefore FEW. find. And we are withal en- 


joined to Beware of falfe Prophets; who, by their 


flattering Doctrines, greatly contribute to render 
the Number of Finders ſo few. In direct Oppo- 
ſition to them, and to every other Obſtacle, our dear 
Lord gives us the very beſt Advice, (Matt. v. 29, 

O. xvili. 8, 9. Mark ix. 4347.) that if an | 
Thing as dear and uſeful to us as an Eye, a Hand, 
or Foot, /hould offend ws, that is, ſhould prove an 
.Obſtrucion to our Progreſs towards the regenerate 
and eternal Life, we ſhould pluck out the one, and cut 


| off the other, without any farther Ceremony: Which 


means, no Doubt, that we are to part with the 
Allurement of them forthwith, under the moſt pain- 
ful Degree of Self-Denial, rather than to incur 


Hlell- Fire; where their Worm dieth not, and their Fire is 


not quenched. This , alſo elueidates and enforces 


Matt. xi. 12, Where the Kingdom of God, or the 


Regenerate Life, (John iii. 3, 5.) from the Days, or 
Diſpenſation 15 5 ohn the Bapift, is ſaid 10 2 


Violence, and the Violent take it by the Force of irre- 
ſtible Reſolution, . 1 All 


All which, taken together, nl e the 
Meaning of our bleſſed Lord's repeated Aſſeveration, 
that Many are called, but few choſen; intended, ns 
Doubt, to ſtir us all up to follow our Call of Grace 
in ſuch a Manner as to attain the State of God's 
Choſen Ones; which are his faithful and approved” 
Diſciples, Followers, and Members. 
Before this Call of God is, according to his own 
divine Wiſdom and Purpoſe, made, Men of every 
| Deſcription remain merely natural, governed, in 
the main Drift of their Lives, by mere Senſe and 
Reaſon, thus following the Deſires of the Fleſh and 
of the Mind. The Devil, the God and Prince of 
this World, has then a full and uncontrouled Poſ- 
ſeſſion of them in his earthly Kingdom of this 
World. He is that firong Man armed, who Reepeth 
his Palace of the human Heart and Mind, poſſeſſing 
his Goods, the Thoughts, Words, and Works of 


Men, in Peace: But when Chris, a ſtronger than he 


comes upon him, {Greater is He that is in you than he 
that is in the Mord. (1 John. iv. 4.) then is it cer- 
tainly God's Deſign, with Man's Concurrence and 
Co-operation under this Grace, to have him overcome, 
to have all his Armour, wherein he truſted, the carnal 
Imaginations and Ratiocinations, taken from him; 
and to have h:s Spoils divided. (Luke xi. 21, 22.) © 


But till this Stronger than He cometh in Spirit, 


no human Logic, Rhetoric, and Philoſophy; no, 


nor the niceſt Divinity-Preaching, has any more 
Effect upon the Heart of Man, than a Straw would 
have for an Attack, or Cannon without Ball, to 
take an inveſted City. Satan and his evil Angels 
are all as well acquainted with this Difference, as 
the Governor of ſuch a Town would ſoon perceive 
the ſame. Jeſus I Fnow, and Paul I know (ſaid the 
Exil Spirit) but robe are ye? (Acts xix. 15.) And 


3 4 


w_— 


; — 
— ” , 
. 2 r he C 5 
— > _ 4 7 
33 —— ͤö— ae 23 _— - - 


2 WISER 7 4. . — 
» 2 
Mol i. x ̃ Y £5. <a. ne 


_— 
—_— 


ta > 


to this very Day they well know the.Difference he- 
tween the beſt and moſt elegant Words, without 
Spirit, Heart, and Meaning, and ſuch as in the 
Spirit come from the Heart to the Heart. Tarry ye 
in Jeruſalem, till ye be endued with Power from on 
High. (Luke xxiv. 49.) Not that we are ſufficient of 
ourſelves ;—but our Sufficiency is of Gad; who alſa hath. 
made us able Miniflers of the New Teflament, not of the 
Letter, but of the Spirit; for the Letter hilleth, but the 
Spirit giveth Life. (2 Cor, iii. 5, 6. 
- But now to reſume and proſecute that Part of our 
Text, which reſpects our firſt Coming to God upon 
a true Belief of his Exiſtence, &c. we will ſup- 
pole, with the Apoſtle Paul, (1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25.) 
that ſome Perſon, . either by Deſign or Accident, 
mould come into a truly Chriſtian Aſſembly, ga- 
thered in the Name of the Lord; where of Courſe 
the living Nord of God would be preached from the 
Heart to the Heart: In ſuch a. Caſe the Party ſup- 
poſed would ſurely be ſo convinced and judged by all 
he heard and ſaw there; and the Secrets of his Heart 
would be made ſo manifeſt, that he would (in Spirit at 
leaſt, if not externally) fall doꝛun on his Face, worſhip 
Cod, from a true Acknowledgment of his Preſence, 
and ſay, that, in and amongſt that People, ſo aſſembled 


. # * 


together, was God himſelf of a Truth. 


In ſuch a Way as this, through the Preaching of 
the Goſpel, in Demonſtration of the Spirit and of 
' Power, were Souls, in the Primitive Times, brought 
to an awakened Senſe of God's Exiſtence, and to 
| the real Knowledge of his Son Jeſus Chriſt: And 
thus hath it been from that Day to this ever ſince, 
in divers other Ways, in all Places, and amongſt 
all Denominations of Chriſtians, when. the living 
Word of God hath been preached, and the Call of 
God to the Heart and Conſcience given, Pan 


i=) 


proof of God's Preſence has been the Conviction 
and Converſion of Sinners from the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil, unto God; and their real 


Edification in Chri. And where theſe Efelrt ate 


wanting, their Cauſe may be well deemed to be 
wanting too; even though a Semblance ee 
and Preaching be ſtill kept up with ever ſo much 
Plaufibility of Scriptute- Words and Forms. Where 
God's Preſence is not operative, certainly there can 

be no true Worſhip of him. Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the End of the World. (Matt. xxviii. 20.) 


Moreover, where Chrif, our Saviour is, and 
really works in the Power of his own Spirit, ther 

will Matt. x. 34, &c. be verified, Think not that 

am come to ſeud Peace on Earth, I came not ta ſend 
Peace, Hitt @ Stoord. Por I an come ts ſet a Mais & 
Variatice apain/t his Father, and the Daughter azainſt 
her Mother, and the Daughter -in- Law againſt her 
Miother-in-Law: And a Man's Foes ſball be they of his 


65 , : 4 


Long Experience has furniſhed me with the fol- 
lowing Obſervation, Great is the Enmity of con- 
TS #25 23-5 % 4 1 5 ey I £281 Gd as 7 3 54% + 54 LAS 
tending Sets one againſt another, about the Notions 


and Forms of their Religion, Yet may this in ſome - 


good Degree be ſoftened and moderated by the Ad- 
miſſion of ſober Reflection. But the Enmity of them 


all, as Sects, againſt the Power of n is an 


abſolutely irreconcileable one. As Herod and Pilate, 
though at Enmity before, were made ends tos 
gether againſt Chriſ in the Fleſh; ſo now where» 
ever He appears in Spirit, all the anconverted BiGors 
of every Denomination will for a Time drop their 
Animofities one againſt another, and combine to- 
gether againſt him. An united Cry will be ſet up, 
perfectly correſpondent to what we read of again 

our Saviour's on Perſon in the Goſpel, of Deliſion, 
ay To TW nt 
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( 26 ) 
Error, Shiſm, Hereſy, E nthuſiaſm, Fanaticiſin, and, 


what. not — Here is no Quarter given, here are 
no Meaſures kept. Men may be whatſoever: elſe 
they will, and go whitherſoever elſe they like, ra- 
ther than have any Thing to do with this Way, 
wherein Chr;/? himſelf appears; which will be ſure 
to be a Sed? every where ſpoken ogainſ. (Acts xxviii. 
22.) Ye /hall be hated o 45 2 Nations, and Denomins* 
Fans far my Name's ake, (Marg. xxiv. 9). 


In this Caſe, then, we 1 We PE, the Huſband 

| ib tee ed againſt his Wife: And, (how ſtrange is 
the Expreſſion of it every-where in Vogue !) he 
will © cut her Legs off before ſhe ſhall go to ſuch 
* or ſuch a Place, or have any Connection with 
«„ ſuch or ſuch Perſons.” Neither are many Wives 
A Whit behind-hand, in the ſame Way, and with 
the indecent Authority they uſurp over their. a- 
wakened Huſbands. In the ſame Manner, and for 
the ſame Cauſe, we find Parents ſet againſt their 
own Children, and the Children too againſt their 
Parents ; eſpecially when it ſo happens, that either 
the one or the other are any Ways dependent upon 
each other. Maſters and Miſtreſſes hate, harraſs, 
oppreſs, and turn off otherwiſe good Servants, for 
no other Offence than that of their Love to the 
living Goſpel, and the Perſons amongſt whom it is 

reached. Landlords diſquiet, threaten, and even 
turn out their good and innocent Tenants, for no 
otber Cauſe. Gultomers forſake the Shops of honeſt 
Le radeſmen, and will no more employ faithful Work- 
men and Labourers, for the ſame ffence. Ay, it 
has happened, and may happen again, (bleſſed be 
God that it is not ſo now in our Nation!) that 
Kings, and Governors ſet in Authority under them, 
have, with the plauſible Pretext of Law, perſecuted 
and grievouſly afflicted loyal, good, and uſeful Sub- 
jeQs, unto Confiſcation of of Gele ad 


ay 


of Body, and even Loſs of Life, for no otfier reit 


Offence, but that of the Goſpel of Chrift, _ 


Now, amidſt Circumſtances more or leſs like 


theſe, where Perſecution, Tribulation, and Afliclion 


ariſe becauſe of the Ford, or Call of God, the Hearers 


thereof are put to the Teſt, as to the Depth of Root 
it hath taken in them; and whether it be fo far, 


that, in the true Faith of God's Exiſtence, and Rę- 


_ warding thoſe that diligently ſeek him, they can Be 


reſolutely determined 1% love the Praife of God, more 
than that of Men; and to obey God, rather than Men. 
They are put hereby to the Teſt, whether the Re- 
proach of Chrift is now to them, as it heretofore was 
— 4. more than the Treaſures of the Egypt of this 
Morld. 


Land, &c. more than him, Whether they wilt 
confeſs themſelves Strangers and Pilgrims on Earth 
Whether they will take joyfully the Spoiling of their 
Goods, knowing in themſelves, that they have in Heaven 
a better and an enduring Subſtance; a City, which" 
hath Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker is God - 


Whether Chriſt's Capital Doctrine of SeLF-DEe- - 
 NIAL be, in it's utmoſt Latitude, ſo agreeable to 


them, that, at his Command, and according to his 
Example, they can reſolve to take up their Croſs, and 
fellow him to Gethſemane, to Mount Golgotha, and 
into the Grave; that thus in Heart ſuffering to- 


gether, they may alſo riſe again together, with him, 
do the Newneſs of a really regenerated Life in God. 
; Here, I ſay, we are put to the Teſt, whether our 


Faith in God's Exiſtence, &c. be a mere Pretence, 
Fancy, and Chimera, or a divine Reality. The 
State of the Chriſtian Chùrch could once warrant 
the following Declaration; and it may, under the 


Renovation of the Goſpel-Spirit, again happen to 


be the ſame Caſe with it, I in this Life only we have 


: „ : Hope 


Whether they are worthy of Chriſi, by not 
Loving Huſband, or Wife, Son or Daughter, Houſe or 
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Hupe in Chriſt, abe are of all Men mo/t miſcrable. 
| (x Cox. xv. 19.) „„ 5 


Which entire State of real Chriſtianity was, 
by the Way) in the Apoſtolic Times, emblematically 
ignified by the initiating Ordinance of BAPTISM : 
But which is now no longer generally practiſed, 
even in the ſame true Mode; ſince the eſſential De- 
fect of Primitive Faith has fo long defeated the 
Primitive Gift and Powers of the Holy Ghoſt upon. 
every beheving Subject of it. The Truth of which, 
and the Powers themſelves, may be read of in all 
the New Teſtament ; but more particularly, Acts 


xix. 1.7. Rom. vi. 3-11, &c. &, This will 


alſo elucidate that otherwiſe obſcure Paſſage, (1 Cor. 
xv. 29.) which might be better rendered from the 


Original thus, Otherwiſe what will be the Caſe with 


them, who are baptized for Dead, if the Dead do not 
ENTIRELY 7:/e again? [hy are they then baptized for 
Dead? Every Primitive Believer in Chrift was 
baptized for Dead ; dead in Soul, and dead Body; 


and, by Faith, in a once dead, buried, and after- 


wards riſen Jeſus, as the Firfl-Fruits, he expected: 
his own entire Reſurrection too, in both. Moſt 
harmonious is the Scripture with itſelf But to 
proceed: 1 OR 

This then is the „rait Gate, and the narrow, or 
afflicted, Way) leading to Regeneration, which ſo. 


few in Fact find. But why ſ% few? Is it becauſe 


God has, perhaps, from all Eternity decreed the mg 
never ſhall? —No ſuch Thing has been ever ſaid to 
this Effect by Chriſt himſelf, or is fairly deducible 
from any Thing the Apoſtles ever taught after him, — 
But why then ? Becauſe having no Mind for it, 
neither have Men Faith, Courage, and Reſolution 
enough to break through all the Difficulties, Ob- 
ſtructions, and Entanglements, which Satan, the 
| „„ World, 


( 29 ) 


World, and our own. depraved Fleſls and Blood will 
be ſure to caſt in the Way. Alſo, becauſe fo few 
Miniſters are, in our Days, ſa much in Earneſt about 
it themſelves as to Air up Men's pure Minds by Way of 
Remembrance: And beſides this (ſays a Primitive Mitneſs 
of the, Sufferings af Chriſi) add ta your Faith Virtue, or 
Courage, Ac. for if . theſe, Things be in you. and 
abound—if. you ſo make your Calling. and Hlection 
ure; yon de theſe Things, ye fliald never fall: For 
fo an: Entrance ſhall be adminzſtered to you abuniantly,. 
into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Sauwur_ 
 Tejus Chrift. (a Pet. i. 5-13) Or, if any, whether 
Preacher or Hearer, feels his Want and Weakneſs of 
Faith, (as who does not more or leſs?) why will he 
not, inſtead of Pleading this and that, in a futile Man- 
ner, for Excuſe, take aur Saviour's Advice; which 
is to aſtt for the Holy Spirit, and the Gift of Faith 
af him, who never denies it to any, who thus in 
good Earneſt ſolicit him far it. (Matt. vii. 7-- 12. 
Luke xi. 1-13. James i. 5-7.) Lord, I beligue,. 
Help thou my Unbelief, is already an excellent Begins 
ning. (Mark ix. 24.) V 


. 


1 7 


We have alſo. this further great Encouragement 
and: Support. Qur deareſt Saviour, who is the May, 
the Truth, and the Life, did, in his own; holy Hu- 
manity, as the ſecond Adam, walk in this Path of 
Faith in God from his Manger- Cradle to the Croſs. 
He ſhewed' us the Meaning of the Doctrine he 
preached concerning Self- Denial and Taking up the 
Croſs, by his own inſtructive Example. Which 
now both: call upomus to take up our's in the ſame 
Faith, and to follow him wbitherſoever he ſhall be 
pleaſed to lead us; if we really mean to be his true 
Diſciples in this World, and to live with him in 
Glory in that which is ta come. How clear and 
plain are his Words to this Effect in both! the fal- 
lowing emphatical Paſſagees 
. : C 3 And 


( yo 1} 


And there went great Multitudes with him; (the 
nominal Chriſtians are now alſo a great Multitude 
indeed!) and he turned and ſaid unto them (the ſame 
has for many Years paſt been done, and will pro- 

bably be more ſo in our Age) I any Man come to 
me, and hate not his Father and Mother, and Wife, and 
Children, and Brethren, and Siſters," yea, and bis dun 
Life alſo, he cannot be my Diſciple. For which ef you, 
intending to build a Tower, fitteth not down firft, and 
counteth the Coſt, whether he have eee fniſb it? 

| Left haply, after he has laid the Foundation, and is not 
able to finiſh it, all thut behold it begin to mock him: 
Saying, this Han began to build, and was not able to © 
finiſh. Or what King, going to "make War againſt 
another, ſitteth not - down firſt, and confulteth; tubether 
be be able with ten thouſand to "meet him that cometh: 
againſt him' with- twenty thouſand? Or elſe, whilſt the 
other is yet a great Way off, he ſendeth an Ambaſſage, 
and defireth Conditions of Peate. So likewiſe whoſoever 
he'be of you, that forſaketh.not all that he hath, he cans. 

not be my Diſciple. ' (Luke xiv, 2533.) 

| : Yy „% bo OY F125 Lo wn 

And again: Verily, verily I ſay unto you, except a 
Corn of Wheat fall into the Ground and die, it abideth 
alone; but, if it die, it bringeih forth much Fruit. 
He that levetb his Life ſhall loſe it; and he that hateth 
his Life in this World 'ſhall keep it unto Life eternal. 
1f any Man ſerve me, let him follow me; and where 
J am, there ſball alſo my Servant bee If any Man ſerve 
me, him will my Father' honour. (John xii. 2426.) 
J ͥ 40TG AWwo-ad 93; eos 
The very End and Deſign of all the Apoſlalic 

Epiſtles, of this to the Hebrets; and of this whole 

xi th. Chapter in particular, is to ſet before our Eyes, 

and then to encourage us to walk courageouſly in 

the ſame Path, and to run the ſame' Race of Faith 

inculcated upon us by our Saviour's/Preſcript and 

Example. Being then (ſays the Author, 9 

2 | RR, | 1, =: 8 


GN 
on 2 = 


, 2.) compaſſed about with ſo great a Cloud of IFitneſſes,' 
let no d ge. every Weight, and the Sin, (of Unbelief) 
which doth ſo eaſily beſet us; and let us run with Pa- 
Tience the Race ſet before us. Looking unto Feſus, the 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith; ' who, for the Joy 
that was ſet befire HIM, endured the Craſs, deſpiſing 
the Shame, and is ſet down at the Right Hand the. 
Throne Cod. Which plainly. indicates, that it ia 

now our Time and 'Furn, in the Kingdom and cog 

F Jeſus, to ſuffer with him, that. we may alſo reig 
205 ow 9 eee the World with Fas 185 —. | 
may fit with him in his Throne, «ven as be alſa overcame; 
and is ſet down with his Father in his Thrbue. (2 Tim. 
ii. 42. Rev. iii. 21.) 10 311¹⁰⁶ A1 ns 01 36%: 

« M174 + VOLOTELES DD 21 at! een Watte 37 F T . 0g 1 20 
Nor is there any Doubt to be made, but tbat, if 
we could purſue the Thread of a genuine EccxkEs I- 
As rTIcAL HIS TORX of the New Teſſament- Times; 
we ſhould find it a Continuation of the ſame Cloud 
of Truth's Witneſſes, as is here reeounted in a ſumny 
mary Way. For the Bleſſed God has been all along: 
to this very Day, and will ever remain, a living 
G; both in the common providential Courſe af: 
this World; and in that of his Church too, by his 
Holy Spirit's divine and gracious Operations upon 

the Spoke of Men, redeemed by the precious Blood 
of his own. Son, 80 that, if it be true, that Mira- 
cles are actually ceaſed, it is not becauſe God has 
himſelf, in his Word, prefixed any Term for their 
Ceſſation; but, becauſe the Faith of Men, has 
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Works, whick we have heard with our Ears, and: 
© 6ur Fathers have declared unto us, as done in their 
„Days, and in the old Time before them, have 
not been / generally done in ours, the Defect can be 
aſcribed to Nothing elſe, but purely to the. Want 
of Primitive FAITH: in. amedenan Times. Otherwiſe 
the Lord's Hand is not nato ſhortened, that be caunot ſave; 

neither his Ear heavy, that he cannot hear; but. o 
Hiiquities have ſeparated between: as and our Cod; and 

particularly may our Unbelief be alſo ſaid to have 
cauſed, that no mighty Forks could be wrought among/t* 
us, as heretofore” amongſt _ Fore-Fathers, (Iſai. 

lix. 1, 2. Matt. xiii. 58.) * our ſtrong Attach- 
ment to Reaſon in Deſpite of Faith, we — more 
of Ipor ArRx amongſt us, than is commonly ſuſ- 

pected. W hereby then the rue; God ſeems to be 

turned by us into another Baal; who: is! now at an- 
immenſe Diſtance from us, aud too much otherwiſe 


engaged with his own: Affairs to regard ours. og 


once in Old Time. (1 Kings xviii. 27.) 8 
alas! this ſeeming: Diſtance and Eſtrangedneſs — 


wholly on our Side, and all the: mere Effect and na- 
_ tural Conſequence 88 On aun e NN Un- 


dane. . _— 2 85 4 ; l 


E 1 An e | 
The very Conftoverſies in Chriftendem, and par- 


ticularly that Capital One about Fuſtification, whether 


by Faith alone,” or by Works previous to Faith, 


originate altogether from this Heart's Idolatry. N Fhey 


are ſo many pregnant Proofs of God's Abſence from 
ug by our own Abſence from him, thro' Unbelief. 
And I have long been aſſured, that, at the Return 
of Primitive. Ehart s Faith, all the Truths and 
Realitie of God's Word: will return, as the Leaves 
in Spring, along with it; and all hurtful Errors 
ede of muſes; like the Leaves'i in Atuan,” 0 


Non might] , wich fingular Proprioty, tale up 


a every 


635 
every Inſtance of Faith in this Chapter, beginning 
with Abel, and ending with the End of the Jeruiſb 
Old Teſtament-Hiſtory; they being all fo many 
Exemplifications of the Reality and Power of Faith: 
But my Time will not now admit me thus to dilate 
my Subject: Yet am I much. inclined to treſpaſs ſo 
far upon your Patience as to ſpeak a few Words upon 
three of theſe. WoRTHIEs of FAITH, +» ' _' 


The Firſt ſhall be David, in his Combat with 
Goliath: The Second Daniel's Preſervation in the 
L.ion's Den: And the Third the Deliverance of 
Shadrach, Maſpach, and Abednege, from the Midſt of 
a burning, fiery Furnace, All this was effected 
by Faith alone: IT hereby David waxed valiant. in 
Fight, and turned ta Flight the Armies of tha Aliens: 
Daniel flupped the Mouths of Lions: Shadrach, 
Maßbach, and Abednego, quenched: the Violence of Fire. 
(ec: 3234.) Wonderful Effects of Faith ins 
eed !J— We will begin with David. 


When the Gigantic Stature, the enormous 
Strength, and formidable Accoutrements of Goliath 
are conſidered according to Senſe and, Reaſon, ho 
might well with ſome Sort of Ground vaunt him- 
ſelf in the Manner he did, againſt the Iſruelites. Nor 
was it any Wonder, that no Man of common Senſe 
in Saul's Army choſe to engage in a ſingle Combat 
with him. Amidſt theſe Circumſtances of Per- 
plexity and Diſmay, Providence led David to the 
Army; where, having had an Opportunity of ſee- 
ing this formidable: Champion, and of hearing his 
proud, and blaſphemous Defiance of the Armies of the 
living God; the Spirit with which he had by Sammel 
been anointed, was hereby rouſed in him. He 
thought, that,a Defiance of God's People was 
equivalent to a Defiance of God himſelf : And ſoa 
it indeed was, From hence, therefore, he con- 

„„ „„ e 


—— — 


— 
* - 8 — 7 . 


< — —— bo. — 
n =. Fay 


ns 
4 ; AEST $2.4 
. * & x 14 — : 
„ * - 
= SEREE Þ — bo — 
N 9 5%. n * 
r EX 


— hs tl 
— —— ũͥ —— 


Rr 
* py 1 2 3 


„„ 
cluded, by a Faith, which was beyond all the Die- 
tates of common Senſe and Reaſon; that, on Ac- 


count of this Piece of Blaſphemy, God would cer- 


tainly vindicate his own Cauſe, and check the vain 
Boaſter's Pride. ho is this uncircumciſed Philiſtine, 
(ſays he) that he ſhould defy the Armies of the LIVING 


 Gop? (1 Sam. xvii. 26.) And when Saul, who 


in this Caſe judged merely by Senſe and Reaſon, 
ſaid to David, Thou art not ABLE to go againſt this 


_ Philifline, to fight with him; for thou art but a Youth, 
and he is a Man of War from his Youth; David, 


animated by that Experience, which worketh Hape; 
relates two ſucceſsful Encounters he had ſome Time 
before had with a Lion and a Bear; and then adds, 


Thy Servant flew both the Lion, and the Bean; and 


this uncircumciſed Philifline ſhall be as one of them, ſee- | 


ing he hath defied the Armies of the living God. David 
id moreover, The Lord, that delivered me out of the 
Paw of the Lion, and out of the Paw of the Bear, He 


will deliver me out of the Hand of this Philiftine.” 
(Ver. 33--37.) And tho' Saul, who as King of 
God's 5 lieving People Iſrael could not quite oppoſe 
ſuch an extraordinary Spirit of Faith as this, ſaying, 


-Go, and the Lor be with thee — Vet did he not ex- 
pect the Victory in the pure Faith of divine Power, 


as David did; but was ſtill for equipping him in his 
own Armour; which, however, David had as little 
Inclination for, as he had Expectations from: His 
was from a Sling and Stone only. Neither did he 
rely upon theſe ſimple Means, but only ſo far as 
God ſhould himſelf be pleaſed to ſecond and ſucceed 
this natural Dexterity of his. The Sequel, ending 
in the proud Giant's Defeat by a Stone flung into 
his Forehead, (his rational Pride) after which his 


Head was'cut off with his own Sword ; —_ 10% - 
dicates the Manner how by Faith alone 


avid 
waxed valiant in Fight; and, as it is recorded 
(Ver. 34.) put to Flight the Alien Army of the 
Pbiliſtines. | And 


wm } 


And now let us paſs on to another :miraculnus 
Effect of Faith in the Perſon of the Prophet Daniels 


It ſlopped the Mouths of Lian. 
Daniel was, in every Senſe of that Epithet, a 
great Man, and a Man of God. He had been a 
wiſe and faithful Prime- Miniſter, to Darius and his 
Predeceſſors in the Empire; and (as is but too 
common in ſuch exalted and difficult Stations, had 
incurred the uſual Tribute of Merit, the Envy and 
III-Will of his Fellow-Courtiers. It ſeems, that 
they caballed. againſt him, being fully determined to 
bring him into Diſgrace, and to accompliſh his 
Deſtruction.— Has it been otherwiſe in our own 
Time and Nation? They could not touch him in 
Point of the Affairs of the Kingdom; therefore they 
ſuggeſted to the King, by a Piece of Flattery the 
moſt abſurd, and by Application and Appeal to 
that, which is apt to be the weakeſt Side in ſuch 
great Potentates, that it would greatly tend to the 
iſplay and Eſtabliſhment of his Dignity, if from 
henceforth, until the Expiration, of thirty Days, no 
Petition ſhould be allowed to be made to any God, 
or Man, excepting to the King himſelf. The 
King, for Want of due Diſcernment and Foreſight, 
ſwallowed this Bait too greedily; enacting, in the 
uſual irreverſible Manner of the Medes and Perſians, 
a Decree and Command to this Purpoſe, fortifying 
it with a Sanction or Penalty of being caſt into the 
Lion's Den, in Caſe of Non-Compliance, and 
Refuſal. The Plotters ſuppoſed, what the Event 
confirmed, that Daniel's known Integrity, and 
faithful Attachment to his God, and the conſtant 
Devotions due to him, would ſurely cauſe him to 
incur this grievous Penalty. And it appears, that 
he perſevered notwithſtanding in his uſual Courſe as 
heretofore, opening the IM indorus of his Chamber lo- 
| Wards the beloyed Feriſalem; kneeling upon his Knees 
TE | N Ihres 


wk.s > * 


5 
p : 
. 
1 
0 
a 
Iv 
q 5 
« * 
3 b 
. 
7 a 
- 
#7 
. U 
by 4 - 
U 
1 * 
1 
©: 
1 
| 
f 
1 
bl 
* * 
$i 1 
8 
. 
: 8 
x 
* 


_— > > Sl > ay => pe 4 — 
CO 2 = POL 
5 * > 
2 : - 
+4. oa ae IE Cod 2. 2 — — 


— — 
— . — — 97 


„ 2 22 * _—_— . 3 
Sr r n 2 
e 


——ů ů — 


* 
4 
4 © * 


* 

2 
* 
6 
** 
7 k 
7 


— b * r 
2 2 
* 14 : 
1 1 8 - 
22 Ts. . 
"LA D » 4 „1 
1 


* 
* 


„ 


three Times 2 Day, and giving Thanks t6 God as he 
aforetime did. (Chapter vi. 10.) Having then been 
detected in the very Act, and thereupon accuſed, 


and convicted of Diſobedience to the Decree of the 


King, by his inflexible Conſancy of Obedience to 
the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, the Penalty 


of the Lion's Den irreverſibly awaited him. The 


King himſelf was afterwards ſorry enough, but not 
now able to defeat the Conſequences of his own 
Decree. He now firſt ſaw, with very great Regret, 
that he had been 'trepanned, and made a Dupe to 


the Envy of his crafty -Courtiers. So then Daniel 
Vas, merely on Account of his Faith and Obedience, 


actually caſt into the Den of Lions. Whether he 
himſelf knew the happy Iſſue beforehand, is uncer- 


tain; but moſt probably he did not. Perhaps the 


Thought was firſt ſuggeſted to him by Darius him- 


ſelf; who (Ver. 16.) ſaid to him, 7% Cod whom 


thou ſerve} continually, be will deliver thee, This was 
Something like Abraham's Anſwer to Iſaac's Queſtion 
about the Lamb for a Burnt-Offering. Ay Son, 
God tuill provide himſelf a Lamb for a Burnt-Offermg. 
(Gen. xxii. 7, 8.) It was alfo, in both Caſes, like 


that of Caiaphas (John i. 40.2.) a Propheſy un- 


wittingly ſpoken ;' for I hardly think that Darius, 
like profeſſing and nominal Believers now-a-days, 
would have had Faith enough in his own Words to 
have choſen Daniel's Lot, and to have taken hi. 
Place amongſt the Lions: Yet might the diſcerning 
and believing Daniel have made a good Ufe of the 
Hint for his Comfort and Support in this very trying 
Situation. Abraham's Faith had prompted him to 
account, that the ſame God, who gave him Iſaac 
ſupernaturally, wwas able to raiſe him up from the dead. 
(Ver. 19 of this Chapt.) yet he expected no other, 
but his real Death firſt however. Be all this then 


aàs it may, Daniel. certainly perſevered in his Faith 
and Obedience to God, at all Adventures; and we 


find 
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find it was in Fact his Good Pleaſure in Behalf of 
his fafthful Servant, to honour the Words of Da- 
us ſo far as to ſtop the voracious Mouths of ſavage 

Lions. That theſe Beaſts ſo readily, and eaſily ak. 1 
patched the envious Plotters and Aceuſers. them- 

ſelves afterwards, was a full Demonſtration of God's 
Interference, hy an Angel, in this Caſe; and that it 
could no Ways be owing to any natural Tameneſs, 
or Imbecillity in the Animals themſelves. (Ver. 24.) f 
Phdis is then a wonderous Inſtance of the Power of 
Faith,  i# /topped the Mouths of Lions. 0 | 


* 
* 


We will now proceed to the third m4rvellbns In- 
ſtance of Faith's Power; viz. it's Quenching the 
Violence of Fire. This, and the foregoing Effects, 
are all beyond the Ability of the moſt mighty Mo- 
narch on Earth to imitate. There is not any Rock, 
I Tar 0 roam, 0. 27 6 Go ET I. 


* 
Sbhadrach, Maſbach, and Abednego, the believing 
Servants of the moſt High God, were, under the 
Balhlaniſß Captivity, by an abſurd, and irrevocable 
Edict of MR a deſpotic Eaſtern Mo- 
narch, commanded, in Conjunction with all the 
People, Nations, and Languages of that Time, to 
worſhip a Golden Image of the King; which he 
had prefumptuouſly ſet up for that Purpoſe in the + 
Plain of Dura. The Penalty to be inflicted upon 
Non- Conformity was Nothing leſs than a fiery Fur- 
nace. A dreadful Alternative this It could not 
be difficult to foreſee what Effect this muſt have had 
upon all Men of mere Senſe and Reafon; whoſe 
Views, ing always terminated by the Horizon 
of this World, could not extend beyond Nature's 
firſt Law of Self - Preſervation. But Shadrach, 
Mefhach, and Abednega, tho? Men of as quick Senſe 
and ſound Reaſon as any of their Equals and Con- 
temporaries, were yet | _ of true Faith in ps 5 
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4 of unbounded Obedience likewiſe to bis 8 5 
mandments. They could not therefore heſitate long, 
or be long in Determining, what Part. they were to 
act at ſuch an Exigency. 1 hey had been ever 
ready, for Conſcience Sake, to pay Obedience to 
all the law ful Commands of their rightful Sovereign; 
and were ſtill ſo: But, whereas, in this unlawful 
Stretch of his Royal Power againſt che RiGnrrs or 
CONSCIENCE, WHICH OUGHT EVER To BE IK, 
VIOLABLE, they could no longer now obey him 
acltvely; they were, however, reſolved paſſi tvely to re- 
ſign themſelves up to patient Suffering for the Truth; 
leaving the awful Event wholly to God 's own free, 
and Sovereign Determination and Diſpoſal, Fer, 
though it was not clear to them, that God would, 
in this Caſe, fulfil the Promiſe made to his People, 
(Wai. xliii. 2.) When thou walkeft through the Fire, 

' thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither all the Flame kindle, 
upon thee, _ Vet this they knew with Certainty, that 
his holy Commandment againſt Image an Idol 
| Worſhip was, on no Account whatſoever, to be 
tranſgreſſi d and diſobeyed. Being then herein de- 
termined, and knowing alſo, that their God could - 

deliver them out of the King's Hands, if he pleaſed ; 
they did not chooſe to preſcribe, or dictate to his 
omniſcient and omnipotent Love, how, at ſuch a 
remarkable Cri/is, it ſhould beſt provide for it's own 
Glory. In ſhort, they, by Faith, ſimply and wholly 
reſigned themſelves up unto Godt, I ſay by Faith, 
for without it, without this Confidence in God, this 
Subſtance 0 1 Things hereafter hoped for, without this M 
internal Evidence of an inviſible Preſence, no other 
Subject of the King could have endured as they did ; 7 
no other could have choſen to tread the ſame Path 4 | 
and follow their F ootſteps into ſo fierce and con- 
ſuming a Fire. The Sequel is well known, not a 
ſingle Hair of their Head was ſinged; no, nor had fo | 
much as the Snell . Fire ſee; d an them. This Faith 
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"Tb me now, nn I ate on to an fol Prralkl 


to theſe trying Circumſtances, to be expected in our 


Days, make two general Obfervations Ko 185 9 


IT. Inſtances of F aith. 


5 The Sahara Opinion, as "if che 1 had 
had no explicit Belief of a Reſurrection to an eter- 
nal Life, is by the Inſtances of Daniel, and of Shad-. 
rach, Meſbach, and Mednego, fully refuted. The 
Author of this Epiſtle has, with a View, no Doubt, 
to the Martyrdom of Mattathias, Eleazar, and the 


Seven Brethren with their Mother, during the Perſe- 


cution of Antiochus Epiphanes, (a Type of the great 


4 


Antichriſt we are to expect) told us (Ver. 35.) that 


Some were tortured, not accepting Deliverance, that they 


might obtain a better Reſurreftion. What better Re- 


ſurrection, but to an eternal Life hereafter? And 
indeed, the Seven Brethren expreſsly and frequently 
make Mention of this, in the Midſt of their Tor- 
"tures. (See- 1 Maccab, ii. 2 Maccab. vi, vii.) Be- 


ſides, common Senſe will teach us, that if Daniel, 
and the Ret had not expected the ſame, they would 

| have accepted Deliverance; and never ventured into 
a Lion's Den, and into a burning fiery ' Furnace. 


Without Faith in-a better gr one this would 


: my been oats and NO indeed. 


+ 


2. True Faith Here not Ric itlelf f in | Aid Words 


6f Profeffion only: It muſt approve itſelf in Fact, it 
is properly a Venture. Faith, or Confidence in any 


Man, always ſhews' itſelf in Fact, by a Venture: 
And it is the fame with Faith in God, and Chri/t, 
8 preſent State of the en World i is like the 
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common good Opinion we ſuppoſe ourſelves to en- 
tertain of one. another's Honeſty and Integrity, 
where we are wholly unintereſted, and at a Diſtance. 
Such an One is, we think, a mighty good and 
honeſt Man:—And why not? —But ſuppoſing this 
good and honeſt Man ſhould want to borrow Mi oney 
oi us; or defire us to be a Surety for him in a Sum, 
that might F affect our Finances; then we are 
put to the Teft by a Venture; which will ſoon diſ- 
| cover, both to ourſelves and him, how ſolid and 
WW  - well. grounded our Confidence towards him had 
5 | been. So in Cbhriſtendom we are all born and brought 
up to a good Opinion of Jeſus Chriſi, and of the 
Hible- Truths, that are ſummed up in his Perſon, 
And if any Man were to inſinuate the leaſt Suſpicion 
againſt the Reality, and Sincerity. of our Faith, or 
that it was not from our Hearts, no greater Indig- 
nity could be offered us. There is no deſcribing 
© the Wrath and Reſentment, that might enſue from 
it. But cool a little What haſt thou yet ventured 
on this Saviour, and on the Bible-Truths, thou 
ſeemeſt to be fo zealous far ? —Surely we ſhall all 
ind, that when this b«/oued Saviour comes to make 
a Demand upon us of our whole Hearts; and that 
x henceforth ſhould be the only Lord, and Directar 
of them; when his, Jene“ ſhall be made, either | 
immediately by his Holy Spirit, or mediately by the 
Servants he ſhall be pleaſed to employ ;—we ſhall 
then ſurely think twice before we once conſent to 
this. Such a Saviour as this will, at firſt, find very 
erupulous Followers; and ſuch faithful Servants will 
receive little Thanks for their Service. Would to 
God, this were not true! —But ſad and long Ex- 
perience has convinced me of the Truth of it. - 
A Men have not Faith, (2 Theſſ. iii. 2,) Nay, feu 
Men have Faith enough to venture any Thing of 
Conſeguence tp them on God. But to progęed:— 
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My dear Friends! Our Age and Place has not 
ſeen any Perſecutions for Conſeience Sake carried 
to the Length of thoſe above - deſeribed.- Vet has 
it been the Lot of our Fore-Fathers, even in t%2/e 
Kingdoms; and God only knows how ſoon it may 
be ſo again. I cannot, by this Occaſion, forbear to 


give you a Hint of an Hour of Temptation, that is 
(YET): to come upon all the World, to try them that diueil 
en the Earth. (Rev. iii. 10.) I ſay, yet to come; and 


whenever it does come, it will be at an Unawares, 


as a Snare, as a Thief in the Night, at an Hour, uben 4 
we think not. (Luke xxi. 34, 35. Chapt. xii. 40. 
4.) My Brethren, you have heard, that 


Matt. xxiv. 
 ANTICHRIST Hall come; you have poſſibly read of 


4 


preceding Anticbrint; ( John di. 18.) you 


: have read of the Little Horn of Daw IEL. (Chap. vii.) 


You have read of Paul's Man , Sin. to be reuealed, 


the Son of Perdition, who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf 


above. all that is called God, or that is worſhipped; - jo 


that he, as God, fitteth in the Temple of God, ſhowing 


himſelf, that he is Ged. that wicked One (2 Theſſ. in; 
3, 4, 8.) You have read of a formidable and re- 
markable Beg in the xi th. xijith. xviith. and other 
Chapters of John's Revelation; that he, in Conjunstion 
with the Ten Kings of the Earth, ſhall hate the Whore 
of Superſtition, or falſe, mimic Chriſtianity ; and 
ſhall make her deſolate and naked, and ſhall eat the Fl:jh 
of her Temporalities, and burn her with*the fame 


Fire ſhe has herſelf before fo cruelly burnt many In- 


nocents with, (Rev. xvii. 16.) Tou have read, 
(Rev. xiii. 7% that it 401/-be afterwards given to this 
Beaſt to make War with the Saints, and ts overcons 


hem; and that Power ſpall be given bin over” all 


Kinareds, and Tongues,” and Nations; and that 411 


that dwell upon the Earth ſhall worſhip him, Hall won 


dier after him, Ver. zi.) «hoſe Names are not written 
in the Book of 'Life of the Lamb ſſuin, from the Foundas 
tion of the Vorld. And you may have read, that 
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this ſame Beaf? ſhall, with the- Tan Kings, "make nur, 


with the Lams; and that the Lams, being King of 


Kings, and Lord of Lords, and they that are with him, 
called, and choſen, and faithful, -fhall overcome thim. 
. (Chapt; xvii, 14. compared with xix. 11--21.) You 
have ſeen every Nerve: of verbal Criticiſm ſtrained - 


to apply the Full Completion of all this, and more 
of the like, to the Pope, and to the Papedom ; tho 


endleſs Inconſiſtences, and even hurtful Conſequen- 
ces, in Fact, have attended ſuch premature: Inter- 
pretations. Let me however not be miſtaken, I am 


not pleading here for the Pope, or for the Popedom - 


They have been Antichriſtian enough. — But, by 


Scripture, it appears clear to me, that the Degeneraty 
and the Apoſtacy are two different Appearances in the 


World, the one leading to the other: The former 
is, bad enough, but the latter worſt of all: To the 

one belongs the Mother of Harlots and Abomanations, 
with all her Daughters ; and to the other the Beat, 


or the Antichriſt, by Way of Eminence: - This will 


de the Deſtruction of that; and, for the Space God | 


has appointed, riſe upon her Ruins. This is the 
State deſcribed at large, (Rev. xiii.) and againſt 


which, even after the Fall of Babylon, we are ſo 


awfully warned, as no where elſe in all the Scripture, 


(Rev. xiv. 8--12.) Here then will be the Patience of 
the Saints, here will be they that keep the Commandments 
God, and the Faith of Feſuns. 


„ 


On Which very Account therefore I have given 
this Hint. Not that I pretend to know the Times, or 
the Seaſons, which the Father hath put in his ewn Power. 


Ways to be regarded and attended to in a practical, 


but not in an mguifitive Way, for Uſe and not for 


vain Cuniaſuy; we have now every Reaſon to be pre- 


| pared for the worſt. We have every Reaſon. to 
. watch and pray, te/i WE enter into this Temptation. 


ace V 


— We 


of the Times are any 
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We are cen by: ahi 1 A n ns 
on this very Ground it is, that I have ventured out 
with this Word to the wiſe in Heart) to. tate Heed to 
our ſelves, laſt ut ANY Time our Hearts be overcharged 
with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, and Cares of this. 
Life, hat is now more prevalent every where? — | 
and fo that Day come upon us unatuares; ſince," as a 
- Snare, it is in come on all them that dwell on the Race of + 
| the whole Earth. We have (I repeat it) every Rea- 
ſon to watch and pray ALWAYS, that we may be ac- 
counted worthy to eſcape all theſe Things, that ſhall come 
to paſs, and to Rand before the Sen 17 SEE 1 Tx +; 
34--30. Revs. i ul, x67 one 65 
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In. Sum, ſince the g 99 theſe Things i is, 
fri Faith in God's Word, to be expected upon the 
Earth; ſince the Time of their Coming is uncertain, 
and will be As ; what Manner of Per ſons ought 
- zve to be in all holy Conver ſation and Godlineſs ? Ouzht 
not every wiſe 3 to be ready and provided for 
every Emergence ? Ought he not to learn, in every 
| Claſs of the Holy Ghoſt's School of Faith, the 
Leſſons of Trial and Affliction; „ and thus, by 
Exerciſe and Practice, to attain the Faith of a Tn, . 
and of Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abednego, &c. F or 
Faith, like our Arts and Trades, cannot be learned 
by Speculation, but by Practice only. The Faitn 
got merely by Books, by the modern, giddy Sermon- 
Haag z and wk what a wiſe Man Falls, religious 
 Goflipping, is only a chimerical Head- Faith; which 
may make us very fiery Bigots, but cannot 'help mm. 
to overcome the World, or ſtand in the Day of 
Trial: But the Faith in the Grace Cod, whereby 
5 we are juſtified, and have Peace with God through oun © 
| __ © Lord? 72 Ghrift ; whereby. we rejoice in Hope of the 
Glory, of God; whereby we glory in Tribulationss 
: 7 dnowing that Tribulation worketh Patience, and Patience 
i 8 1 a0 lence, and W Hops, that maleth nat 
: | ; 15 . | 
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8 * is the Faith of Get * Ela, and the 
Faith of this whole ter. | (Rom. Ve 1—5. 3 


In this Faith we cannot. be too much practiſed, ſo 
28, in Obedience to God, and under patient Suffer- 


ings, to meet with all the Trials and Temptations | 


of our own Times; and to come victoriouſly out of 
them, as Daniel, and Shadrach, Moſbacb, and Abed- 

nega, & c. did in their's. Bleſſed is the Man that 
ENDURETH Temptation; holdeth out under it; 
er when he is tried, he fall receive the Crawn of Life, | 
which the Lord hath oftiſed to them that laue him. 
(Jam. i. 3, 4, 12.) Behold, we count them happy that 
ENDURE, Ye have heard of the Patience of Jos, and 
the End of the Lord, that the Lord i nd Hafer, wy 
4 tender n (Chapt. V. 17 * | 


| Thus then, my deareſt F 8 wig 0 that 
true Faith is one of the greateſt of Powers and 
Realities ; it approves. ieſelt” by it's Effects in every 
Shape. it is a divine Principle, as much fuperior to 
mere Senſe and Reaſon as Heaven is to Earth, and 
God to Man. As Nothing is impoſſible io God, fo are 
all Things poſſible ta Faith. We have the beſt and 
moſt indubitable Authority for the Truth of this 


Paſition; not only in the plaineſt Scripture- Words, 


but alſo in Fact, or from the Records of God's be- 
lieving People, from the Begin of the World 
to this very Day. {Mazk 1 IX. . Lake xvii. 6. 


Toy. PS." I LOW! s e 
Yet; 2s there i 18, ber = SN a ONS oo boy | 


| tween the Inſpiration of true Faith, and the Schemes 


and Practices of a mad, or gloomy Enthuſiaſm; it 


will be neceſſary to guard here againſt two danger- 


ous Extremes of this Sort: The One is a pre- 
ſumptuous. Tempting God, under the Pretext of 
e 12 * it's divine Frineiple; and the 
| | tk Other. 
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Other 2 * and - for Want 
proper Attention and Obedience” to MT 5 
© loſes it's Way, by Out-running it's s Guide; and 
"the ſegong loes the ſamę, by. ag ging tog /f. far be- 
Ying it. In the Way of gur Duty, and proper 
Gall, we are always ſafe; but, if 2995 it, we 
Would be preſcribing and dictating. to the bleſſed 
God's omniſeient and omnipotent Love; expecting 
from ſome falſe and depraved Turn of Mind, that 
God ſhould be at our Beck, and excuſe Fo. Ex- 
preſſion) dance as it were after our Pipe; tkis N 
be a preſumptuous and unwarrantable 7. Fs 
Cod, that would ſurely. meet with a Bae ut, 


if in the Way of our Duty, and in Fprluance. of 


our proper Call of Grace, Satan, the World, and 
the Fl ſhoyld. at any Time Way lays and brin 
us into great Straits, mbarraſſments, and Difficul. 
ties; we are then warranted, yea commanded, by 
tbe Word of God, to look up to bio, in Faith, for 
Help and Affiſtance ; . and to coft all our Care 421 
AC that careth for us, We are. there aſſured, that 
He will never leave us, nor F 7 1 Us; and, that 4 


25 Things ſhall aur together or qu Gogd, e are nat 


indeed, even in this Caſe, to preſcri be to God the 
Tim and Manner of his Aſſiſtance; . only to be- 


lieve firmly, A will moſt ceripl come, at his EO 


een Time and in the beſt plealing to him/ulf. 

| Hhatſeever ath been 6 VA aforetime,. oth in th 
1 nd New Teflament, and all 46k wi no Works 
| f 'God ſince recorded in the true and faithful 
| Hier of the New Teftament-Chyrch) has been ql 
for our Learning, that we Prove? PATIENCE gnd 
(Comfort ＋ the Scriptures, and of fuch Writings aer 
Habe Hibs the Hope of F aith, (Rom. xv. 4.) And 
5 ite has not this Effect, it * be nic 5 the 
By ae of proud | Reaſoning. en in Times 
Pr A may frantic and exorbitant, but 
* thoſ 4 Ble and Düne. ſink down into 
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a ed Sullenneſs and Gloomineſs of damnable 


The Scripture affords us Inſtances of. both theſe 
Extremes, and cautions us to guard againſt them. 
When Satan ſet our Saviour upon a Pinacle of the 
Temple, and under a Pretext of Scripture-Faith and 
it's Exerciſe, bid him "caſt himſelf down from it; 
he gave the Tempter this Anſwer out of the Scrip- 
tufe, Thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God. (Matt. 
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iv. 5, 6.) The 1/razlites often tempted and proved God 
in thetFilderneſs, and elſewhere; for which they were 
_ ſeverely reproved and puniſhed. The Undeſte ing 
Lord, who, would not credit E/ba's Propheſy of 
ſudden and amazing Plenty in Samaria, was trodden 
/ to Death for his Unbelief. (2 Kings vii.) Zachariah 
was for his Unbelief ſtruck, and puniſhed, with 
. Dumbneſs. (Luke i. 20.) No mighty Works, or 
Miracles, were done by our Saviour among ſ his own 
* Countrymen, on Account of their Unbelief. (Matt. 
"Xiti. 58.) In- one Word, the Jews forfeited all the 
Benefits and Bleſſings of the Goſpel itſelf, on Ac- 
count of their Unbelief: And thus it remains with 
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© Guarding therefore againſt the dan gerous Extremes 
of Credulity arid Preſumption on the one Hand, and 
of Incredulity, and Deſpair on the other; e cannot, 
according to the general Tenor of Holy Writ, re- 
commend and inculcate Faith in Gd with too much 
"Frequency and Fervour. For the wa of Faith 
leaves our Hearts and Lives under all the Dearth and” 
Barrenneſs of a ſpiritual Winter; whereas it's. full 
and conſtant Exerciſe, in all Circumſtances, in- 
troduces into both all the Fertility and Plenty 
of a divine Spring and Summer. Our bleſſed 
Saviour, who knew. this better than any other Man, 
and was alſo acquainted with the . 
F728 6 0 . 5 c „ 


8 
. 
„ 
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L 428 written, the uſt /hall live by Faith. (Rom. 1. 17. ) 


have, e ſince high exhorts us above 
Ar Ek Faith, in God. Have Pait in C, 
: * ys he, rk xi. 22--24.)--for-verily I jay unto you, 
whoſoever. Hall ſay unto. this 1 2. = 
moved, and be caſt into the Sea, and ſhall” not doubt in 
Vis Heart, but ſhall. believe, that thoſe Things, which- 
Be. faith Hall come ta paſs, be ſhall haue whatſoever be 
Faith. Therefore, 4 ſay unto you, what Things forever; © 
ye dę ee, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and 
ve ſhall have them. And thus we ſee, that Faith is 
Ki effential Ingredient in, our Prayers. The Prayer - 
of Faith ſaves the 2 7 77 effefting and availing much to 
Foyer other good and beneficial Purpoſe of oy 
6 lien Life. (James V. 10 % DR i. 6. * 


bs - . as our Tom, and the whole . 
ſufficientiy eyince, we begin, continue, and eng 
our Chrif ian Courſe in and by Faith. The' Righte+. 
aeuſneſs @ Cod is reuealed from Faith to Faith, as it is 


5 It brings us ff , Muſtard: Seed-De ree of it in 
: rſt Coming to God by Believin g that he it, and is 4 
Neuarder of them that: dili Ku} i ſeek him, till we 
actually „ down in our Place with Chrift in bis 
Throne. This is beautifully and e eee 5 
plified in e * 1. ere Os 
| Nas Tim. a6 Ong ** 3 . ö e 


1 am noto . 29d be offered. nth the Time is of my ; 


| dee, 5 Hand. . have fought q good Fight, !! 


have KEPT TAE FAITH. Henceforth there is 22 up 
for. me a: Grown of Righteouſneſs, which, the Lord, 
righteous. Judge, give me at ibat Day; and notido 
me « 095.6 but 6 * | 7 
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be pregched the D6Rrins' of Faith m Oed were 
and more elearly, than any 6f his Servants the. 
Prophets had ever done befors him; fo were his 
whole Life and his bitter Death che greateſt. Ex- 
emplification, or Pattern of Faith ever befofe or ſincè 
exhibited upon the Stage 6f this World. Be bf 


good Cheer, Tays he, I have dverovim? the Wrld. (John 


xvi. 33.) And we may alf6 well be of good Cheer, 
on this Account; for no recepts orIntruckbone Which 
even he himſelf could give to overcome the World "3k 
would have ever been of any real Effect to us, if 1 
had not firft done it meritoriouſſy for us himſe AF; f 


11 12 | 


 Chrift Feſus could have made ius free from the Et , : 
* and . 8 8 viii. 2. 5 „ 


= > 3 
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"Let us then; to eonelude, ponder in | 


of che Operation of Goc, the Doctrine, the Life,” 


and Actions; and al ſo the Death and Sufferi of 4 
our precious Saviour,” as they all ſtand recorde Ry 
the Scriptures of Truth; till We catch a Device of & 
the ſame 'Spifit, Life, arid and Truth of them all in 
6urſelves ; and, entering into all His States, are ſo 
boriformed py his Image; as to be able truly to ſay, 3 a 
he is, 2 are we in WORE: Warla, (x Jolin iv. 17. 75 Pas: 


Brom "is very hors We our N it is eel ti os 
perceive, that it was only in and by Faith, that our 
bleſſed Lord increaſed. i in 17 dem ant Srdtrirt; and in 
Favour with God and Man, Certain] ty be dropped 
his Parents for a While, and went to the Doctors 


in the Femple about ws" heavenl Father's Buſineſs, | 


in Faith, During this Seaſon; he wrought at his 
Foſter-Father's Trade; (Mark vi. 3.) and after- 
wards, at his Deceaſe, ſupported, his Mother with 


the Labour of his Hands, and yith tke Sweat of 
Bis Brow; and did all Things we 1 
He came in 4 . meek and dee Difpofition to £ 


„in and by Faitb. 


( 49 ) 


his Baptifin: Oe Sg in Jordan; overcame a!l the 
emptations in the Wilderneſs ; and 
entered upon the arduous Work of his public Mi- 
viſtry, in and by Faith. He preached, that Man 
ſhould repent, whe believe the Goſpel of the Kingdom of 


Devil's crafty 


cd; not by Reaſon, but in and by the immeaſurable 
Fulneſs of the Spirit of Faith. He wrought one an 
all of his unparalled Miracles in and by the ſame 


| Spirit of Faith. He meckly bore Shame, Reproach, 
and the Contradiction of Sinners, in Faith. Both 


he and his Diſciples walked, in abſolute Poverty 


through the World, in Faith; and, having Nothing; 
thereby poſſeſſed all Things pertaining to Lite and 


Godlinefs. By Faith he conſoled himſelf under 2 
Backwardneſs of his Diſciples, the Treachery o 


e and his Being forſaken by them all. a 


aith he foreſaw the Baptiſm of his bitter Sufferings 
and Death, and was ftraitened till it was accom- 


pliſhed. By Faith he kept the 4% Paſſover, and | 


inſtituted the fen Lord's Supper with. his Diſciples, 
By Faith in his own Reſurrection on the third: Day, 
he cheered both himſelf and them under the near 


Proſpect of his bitter Paſſion. By Faith he entered 


into the Garden of Gethſemane; __ in a Sweat of 


| Blood in the Agony of his Soul, offered up thrice. 


repeated Prayers and V Supplications, "with Arong Crying 


ani Tears unto him that was able to ſave him from + 
Death. By and in a Faith never known before, he 


7 ned Bimſelf abſolutely up to his heavenly Father's 


Will, accepting the bitter Cup, both of inward and 

| 3 Sufferings, then preſented to him. He 
Faith have afterwards put himſelf 

in the Way of a treacheraus and h pr ee Judas 


could not but by 


at the Head of a rude Rabble; who, with Swords 


and Staves, came out to take him; as if he had 


been one of the vileſt of Miſcreants. By Faith he 


checked the forward and intemperate Zeal of Peter, - 
a healed Added $ 1 By Faith he ſtruck them 
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all down to the Ground, and yet yielded himſelf BY | 
into their boiſterous Hands. By Faith, and in the 


Meekneſs and Patience thereof, he poſſefſed-his Soul, 
ſuffering himſelf to be dragged from Court to Court; 
to be falſely accuſed; to be buffetted ; mocked; 


inſulted; ſpit upon; crowned with a Crown of 


Thorns ; ſcourged at a Pillar; and harraſſed almoſt 
to Death: Under all which Oppreſſion and Affliction, 
he opened not us Mouth ; yea, being brought as a Lamb 
to the Slaughter, and as a Sheep before her Shearers is 
dumb, fo opened he not his Mouth. (Iſai. liii. 5 By 
the Faith, which ſaw him, who: is inviſible, he 


filently ſubmitted to be treated as the moſt vile and 


blaſpheming Heretic in the CRuxch, and as the 
moſt ſeditious and turbulent Rebel in the STATE ; 
and patiently heard the Judge, with one and the 
ſame Breath, pronouncing him innocent, and yet 


condemning him to the moſt ignominous and ex- 


eruciating of Deaths, on the Croſs. In this har- 
raſſed, exhauſted, and forlorn Condition, he, in 
the ſame Faith, bore his own Croſs, till he funk 
under it. In Faith, he meekly and patiently fub- 
mitted himſelf to be ſtripped of all his Raiment ; to 


| ee laid down upon his Back on the rough Beam of 


the Croſs; to have his Arms extended, and his 
tender Hands and Feet pierced through with great 


Nails: And, after the Croſs had been reared up, 


and rammed into the Ground, he hung with the 
whole Weight of his Body upon them, till painfully 
and tediouſly he bled to Death. Being all this 
While in an Agony of Soul, only known to him- 
ſelf, and under the Dereliction of his heavenly 
Father's cheering Countenance ; he yet, in a Faith, 
now arrived to it's higheſt Pitch, with a loud and 


bitter Cry, cleaves to him to the laſt, in theſe re- 


markable and affecting Words, My God, my God! 
Why haft Thou forſaken me? At length when the 
Simplicity of Faith had now perfectly run out it's 
| | = Race : 


4 


Race; od all was finiſhed, requiſite FED our Salvas 
tion; his laſt and crowning Act of it was again 
with a loud Voice to bow his Head, and die; with theſe 

remarkable Words; Father, into thy Nr T commend 
> Spirit. (Luke xxiii. 46. * 


O dear Souls Since Faith ae by 1 ant 


Hearing by the Word of God, may this Proceſs of. the 
meritorious Faith of the Vas of Mar, which the 


Holy Spirit by the Scripture ſets before our Eyes, 


enkindle the fame Fire of obedient Faith within ur 


Hearts too! And may the all-atoning Blogd of 'the 


Lamb of God ſo take the Sin of the World away, in our 
Hearts, and reconcile us to God ; that, according 


to Stephen's Pattern (Acts vii. 59, 60.) we, at the 


End of all Diſtreſs, may have Nothing elſe to do bur 
to n einen Lord Jefus receive our be pid 12 


Nb then, having thus lived nel died in- \Paith! 


our bleſſed. Saviour's Reſurrection to the Glory of 


the Father was, from the very Nature of God's 


Truth, and of the divine Patient himſelf, quite inde- 


feaſible, Let us alſo, amidſt the Trials ot Life, and 
in the Hour 56 our Death, on remember in Faith, 
that Fe/us Chri the Seed of David was raiſed 
the Bal aàccor — 5 to the 5 eftimony of the 4 gl. 
(2 Tim. ii. 8.) KC will be needful enough for us to 
have both his Death and his Refurvecfion ever in 
Remembrance; the one for the Mortification of our 
old Man, and the other for 468 Fi ration of 
the New. 8 


0 


5 all theſe adorable Wan ene and by; 150 U vie. 


; —_ Exit on the Croſs, our Lord and Saviour bas 
blotted out the Hand-IFriting of Ordinances, that BY 
againſt us, and was contrary to us; taking it out 


May, and nailing it to his Croſs. He has boiled P. Fin- of 
ater _ — and made a Shew of them openly, | 
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= triumphing over them in himſelf. (Col ii, 14, 15.) 

_ He has hereby reconciled us to God. (2 Cor. v. 18.) 
He is now the Captain of our Salvation, made perfect 
through Sufferings. (Heb. ii. 10.) And having been, 
in this wonderful Way, made Na he is noto the 
Author of eternal Salvation to all that obey him, in the 
Obedience of ſimilar Faith. (Heb. v. g. Rom. xvi. 
26.) He is likewiſe able to fave all them to the utter- 
moſt, tuho come unto God by him That is, who dra 
nigh to him, juſt as they are, toith a true Heart, and 

in full Aſſurance of Faith; ſeeing that he ever now 
daveth to make Interceſſion for them, (Heb. vii. 25. 
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Thus hath our dear and precious Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Second Adam, undone by Faith, all the Miſchief, 
the Firſt Adam, did by Unbelief. And, let us ever 
remember this, that Chr:i/? hath not only by his ver- 
bal Doctrine of Having Faith and a good Con- 
fidence towards God, unto. all well-pleaſing ; but 
he has alſo, by the moſt conſummate Exerciſe and 
Pattern of it in his own divine and human Perſon, 
ſhewed us how we are alſo to take up aur Croſs, and 
follow him, in the ſame Faith and Patience: The 
Way of Salvation by the Croſs of Jeſus, though to 
Reason Fooliſhnefs, will ever to FAITH remain the 

. Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God. The Way 
of the Crofs will ever alſo be the Royal Road to the 
Crown : And the Motto of our victorious Captain's 
Banner will, until all Imperfection ſhall be ſwal- 
lowed up in Perfection and Glory, and until Death 
ſhall be no more, ever be, NO CROSS NO 
CROWN! %% 8 


Obſerve, however, that we are not to make a 
Diſplay of the Croſs of Chriſt in Words only, and 
as an outwardly diſtinguiſhing Doctrine: For too 
many Unregenerate Ones have thus Croſs — 
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of this Kind; it is not enough to talk finely of it, 
as of a Matter merely done withoutſide of our own= 
ſelves, whilſt at the ſame Time we' ſtill wall after 


the Luft of the' Fleſh, the Luft of the Eye, and the Pride 


/ Life: No, no; but we are thereby to be ourſelves 


inwardly cruciſied to the World, and the World to us, 
as Paul was; we are thereby ts cruciſy the Fleſh with 
it's Afedtions, and Luſts, if we are and would be 


Chri/t's indeed. (Gal. ii. 20. v. 24. vi. 14.) And, 


as our Saviour obtained his Victory over the World 
under the Faith and Patience of the Croſs, we can- 
not poſſibly, obtain it after him, in any other Way. 


It is impoſſible to read the New Te/lament impartially 
without being convinced of this, as a capital and 


fundamental*Fruth. In the feven Epiſtles addreſſed 


from. Heaven by our Saviour himſelf to the Sen 
Churches of Aſia, (Rev. ii. iii.) this Conqueſt by 


the Faith and Patience of the Croſs, as it firſt paſſed 
in our divine Head, is by a ſevenfold. Exhortation 


_ urged upon every one of his aulitant Members too, 
and backed with exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miſes to the Vidtars.— Was then ſuch an Exhorta- 


tion given, were ſuch Promiſes made in Vain? 
Were they not then, and are they not now at leaſt 
_ equally neceſſary ? The iii d. Chapter, Ver. 21. in- 
diſputably evinces this, To him that overcometh will I 
grant to fit with me in my Throne, even as I alſa over» 


O then, that we all, righth dividing the Word of 


Truth, the Goſpel of our Salvation, both as it reſpects 
firt the 10d end neceſſary Grace in the Head, 
done meritoriouſſy without and for us his Members, 
and the effectual Energy of the ſame within us, 


(they being in their own Nature both intended to 


be inſeparable) O that we may, in Faith, all of 
us, live together with Jeſus here, having been 
firſt dead together with him by the ſame Faith; 
1 3 go 


E 


ä ne 007 Bp I ry as — 
8 nee 


— — 2 — * n CODES Mw by kd as . 5 * 
x, Hb. *& ral © a 
— * —— 


- = - — — 


— 


err 
— — 


— — 
— 


* x. I L 
EE Ti + 


# ——_—_ n 2 


* 
8 
** 


4 = 
„ EI'W 


OE, e 


. wy 
Ss os 
3 


= 2 


4 FLOW — 1 * er” U — x 4 4 4 = 4 * 4 
— IE rg EEE EE Ie” NX N. r ' 
"HY AF «Fd 4 4 2 Derne 


& 
+ 30 MEET fs rate ben 


r "i 2 


= Oy Cs avs NE” — 


* 


+ 
-_ + ++ 
ww © 


bis . 
— 1 I A 4 
” » 4 8 * , . — . 


— 2 
— x _ 
N 


"ft 


- 7 3 8 
hd LO ES, { — 
- ” N * 
-. — — 


1 


r 
. EET 


_ IS $ 
T_T DM. PET 


Es LOG” Rr oo FOOT ET RP” A nA 


go (purſuant to our Baptiſm) into the Grave too 
gether with him, in Faith: And, though buried 
and loſt to the World, riſe out of it again to God 


in his own, Life, together with: him, by Faith ; - 
| aſcend together with him in Heart and Affections, 


by Faith, to the Right Hand of God, fitting with 
him there in heavenly Places; until, at his promiſed 
Deſcenſion, and Appearance here, we ſhall alſo, in 
full Sight and Fruition,. appear together with him 
c Bn 5 


Thus have 'Þ my deareſt Friends! feebly but 


honeſtly, according to my ſmall preſent Degree of 
actual Faith, and Hope of further and future In- 
creaſe of it, explained to you the great Importance 


and indiſpenſable Neceſſity of Faith ; if, by a real 


Coming or Converſion to God, we fincerely intend 
and with to pleaſe him, in this Vale of Tears. Do 

we this now, the Lime can be at no great Diſtance, 
when all Tears ſhall be wiped away from our Eyes, and 
there ſhall be no more Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying, 
neither ſhall there be any more Pain; all former Things 
under the Fall, being then paſſed away. (Rev. xx i. 4.) 
O bleſſed are they, who are in ſuch a Caſe, blefled 


are the People, who have now, by Faith, the Lord 


for their God: Bleſſed are they indeed, for they 
Hall hereafter have him for their Portion; in one un- 


_ clouded Sight of Glory, from Everlaſting to Ever- 
laſting, F 


May God grant this to us all, for Feſus Chriſis 
Sake, our on y. Mediator and Advocate. Amen, 
PPP 
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The 
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with Men, my Fellow- Sinners; let me now ſpeak on their 
Behalf and on my own, with Thee. Thou knoweſt, that, 
after all that has been, or ever can be ſaid with Words; 


none of us will ever ſuſpect, that we are born and bred up 
with ſuch an evil Heart of Unbel:ef in departing from the 


Living God: Much leſs, that it is a Sin of a Nature ſo 
heinous ; unleſs thy own eternal Spirit of Love and Truth 
ſhould convict, and make us inwardly ſenſible of it. O 
then, whenever He does this, may wwe be willing to be con- 


victed by him; heartily willing, to be convicted of Sin, 


becauſe we do not yet really believe in the crucified Jeſus. 


O may theſe important Matters, whereof we have been 
now ſtammering, be ſeen and felt to be eternal, eſſential, 


and moſt intereſting Realities, within our Hearts. Thou 


knoweſt, that the Idols of our Hearts muſt firſt, be removed 
to make Way for the true and /:zving God: O then pull 
down and deſtroy every Thing in us, which, in any Shape 


whatſoever, ſetting itſelf up under the Name of Faith; is 


ſtill, at Bottom and in Reality, Nothing elſe but Unbelief, 


and the very ſtrong Holds of Satan in us. Caſt down then 


our own Imaginations, and every high Thing, which 
exalteth itſelf againſt the Knowledge of God; till every 
Thought in us be brought into Captivity, and Obedience 


to thy Holy Child 3 O Lord, we know experimentally, 
call 


that no Man can ca Jeſus LoRD, by any manly Powers of 
his own ; It muſt be by 


Thee Loxp from the very Ground and Bottom of our 
Hearts; in ſuch a Way, that Thou, who diedſt for us, 


mayeſt indeed be the only Lord and Ruler of all our 


Thoughts, Words, and Works henceforth and for ever- 
mee VVV e 


O thou Holy Child Jeſus ! let us ſee and feel, that in thy 
dear Perſon is all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily ; and 
all it's beneficial Operations too, both .for the Bodies and 
Souls of Men, through Time and to all Eternity. May 
thy Childhood make us Children, ſuch little Children, as 
can enter into the Kingdom of God. Out of the Mouths 
of Babes and Sucklings haſt thou ordained Strength be- 
cauſe of thine Enemies, and that thou mayeit ill the 
Enemy, and the Avenger. | 
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J LORD, thou God of infinite Love and Faithfulneſs! 
I have now been ſpeaking long enough on thy Behalf” 


the Holy Ghoſt. We are not 
fatisfied with only Saying unto thee, Lord, Lord! with 
our Lips, not doing what thou fayeit. We want to call 


O gracious 


f 
5 
' 
"IN 
£ 


* 


renn 
* 
— 


* 


5 ruth, make it, 1 cect 
- Sree the Promotion of that Kin 
Children; which thou; who: knowelt all eg 
that L love in my Heart; and with to- ſee figre . better 
romoted botti in myſelf and others- "May Mien thisYeeble 
ort be blefed to this End by the Bore Power, wick >». 
= up Mus, our Lord from the d. aud 
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